
 

Gospel: Luke 13:1-9 

Jesus says that an individual's misfortune does not mean that their sins 

were greater than someone else's. He warns that without repenting, all 

sinners will meet the same end.  He tells of a barren fig tree whose owner 

planned to cut it down. But a servant offered to give it special care for 

one year, and destroy it should it remain barren. This symbolizes God's 

patience toward us. 
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HIS WORD TODAY  
BY REV. WILLIAM J. REILLY 

“Moses was tending the flock of his father-

in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian. Leading 

the flock across the desert, he came to 

Horeb, the mountain of God. There an an-

gel of the Lord appeared to him in fire flam-

ing out of a bush.  As he looked on, he was 

surprised to see that the bush though on 

fire, was not consumed…. God called out 

to him from the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’  He 

answered ‘Here I am.’ God said, ‘Come no 

nearer! Remove the sandals from your feet, 

for the place where you stand is holy 

ground.” 

 A memorable encounter of Moses. The 

place, a mountain, where God makes His 

presence known at Sinai  Moriah, Horeb. A 

curious sign, a burning bush, like the eternal 

flame in Washington or Paris.  A voice, simi-

lar to the Transfiguration or at the Jordan. 

 A message and mission is entrusted to 

him, telling the people of Israel of God’s 

concern as he witnessed their oppression 

and heard their plea. Who is sending me, 

Moses asked, and the Lord revealed His 

name ‘Yahweh.’  That is ‘Tell them I AM 

sent me to you.’ 

 Sometimes we are mesmerized by the 

burning flame of a candle, or the quiet 

crackling of a log in a fire place. Our eyes 

become fixed on them. In a quiet moment 

we realize too that we, this Lent, are living 

sacred moments and standing on holy 

ground. 

CONTINUING THE JOURNEY 

Paschal Season and Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

 We are now coming to see all the days from Ash Wednesday to Pente-

cost as the paschal (passover) season.  The 40 days of Lent and the 50 

days of Easter surround the Triduum.  The entire season has a unity 

founded in the Vigil and manifest in the preparation for initiation (Lent) 

and the continuing celebration of baptismal death and resurrection in 

Christ (Eastertime).  The reforms initiated by the Second Vatican Council 

(1962-1965) ask us to discover again the keeping of these 90 days around 

the great mystery of baptism.  This is not what many of us would expect.  

Baptism was often presented as something that got us out of sin and into 

the church, it was rather private.  But the church has rediscovered how 

baptism as the climax of the whole initiation process can be the constant 

and strong image of the Christian life.  Baptism is a passage through death 

into life in Christ.  Such a passage must be, in many ways shattering.  Such 

a passage must be with us in every day and moment of life.  Year after 

year, it is going to make a great difference when this passage is right there 

in front of us: real people, candidates and 

catechumens, who are seeking to be part of 

this church, seeking baptism and life in Christ 

with us. All the deeds that go into initiation--

evangelization, admitting to the catechu-

menate, learning the scriptures and the com-

munity’s way of life, scrutinizing motives and 

lives, handing over the community’s treasures 

of prayer and creed—all these and then the 

baptism and anointing and the eucharist bring 

the whole parish community face to face with 

what it means for each of us to be baptized 

into Christ Jesus.  

 Since the restoration of the catechumenate Lent has become the season 

of purification and enlightenment for the elect,(our catechumen Camyrn 

Wilson), and the whole assembly.  The 3
rd
, 4

th
, and 5

th
 Sundays in Lent 

celebrate the scrutinies in the dismissal rite that takes place after the hom-

ily.  The scrutinies are not a public confession of sins.  To scrutinize means 

“to take a hard look at.”  The liturgical scrutiny might be understood as a 

reflection on those evils or sins that are bigger than the individual and are 

expressed in certain behaviors of individuals and communities.  For exam-

ple, the pervasive evil of greed keeps millions of people in the world 

homeless while millions of others have multiple homes. The same evil 

may cause an individual to refuse to share and to acquire much more 

than they need. “The scrutinies are meant to uncover then heal all that is 

weak, defective, or sinful in the hearts of the elect; to bring out, then 

strengthen all that is upright, strong, and good” (RCIA,141). The texts and 

prayers from Year A will help the elect find themselves in the stories of 

the Samaritan woman, the man born blind, and Lazarus, raised from the 

dead.  The Scrutinies are intended to make the elect more aware of their 

own sinfulness and their need for a Redeemer.  They are intended to do 

nothing less than “complete the conversion of the elect” (RCIA,141). 

First Reading: Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15 

Moses came upon a burning bush, when 

God called out to him. God told Moses 

that he had seen the suffering of his people 

in Egypt, and intended to lead them from 

their captors to a land of milk and honey. 

Moses asked what he should say if the Isra-

elites should ask what God wished to be 

called. God replied, "I am who am." 
 

Second Reading: I Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

Paul describes how the people were led 

into the desert by Moses, yet many of them 

were struck down by God. He warns that 

this should serve as an example not to give 

in to wicked desires or we may suffer the 

same downfall. 
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
 

 March 9th & 
 March 10th 

4:00 PM 
Lectors………… Dave Glassberg 
 Amelia Bergeron 
 

Extraordinary Ministers 
 of Holy Communion  Altar Servers 
 

Joe Tizekker Larry Zapotocky 
Mary Lou Glassberg Tom Zapotocky 
Pat Shenyo  
Ron Shenyo  
 

7:30 AM 
Lector…………. Mary Pavlik 
 Jack Fellin 
  

Extraordinary Ministers 
 of Holy Communion  Altar Servers 
Alice Powell Nina Zola 
Pat Fellin  
George Fadule  
Lisa Fadule 
 

9:00 AM 
Lector……………. James McAndrew 
 

Extraordinary Ministers 
 of Holy Communion  Altar Servers 
 

Jack Schamberger John Ashton 
Joyce Boyle Mary S. McAndrew 
Margaret McAndrew  
 

11:30 AM 
Lector……………. Amelia Bergeron 
 Patrick O’Donnell 
  

Extraordinary Ministers 
 of Holy Communion  Altar Servers 
 

Jan Kelly Jenna O’Donnell 
Jeffrey Fendrick Sabrina Zanolini 
Mary Beth Tedesco  

 

      Personal Home Care Ministry  
March 3   Mary Ann Kline 
March 10  Donna Pesansky 
March 17  Janice Palubinsky 

To our new parishioners:  

Stephen & Veronica  
Sabol  

Sandra Boag  
Lucille Shiner  

Matthew, Ashryn,  
Eujah & Landon  

Popson 

       The Sunday Good News    \ \ 

SJBñNY BOUND!  
On May 15 to a new Broadway musical: Kinky Boots, $125.00 per person.  
Call the parish office – your check is your reservation.  

SUNDAY STEWARDS  
 

1270 families receive envelopes  
 

February 23rd  
308 people attended the 4:00 PM Liturgy 
 

141 families used their envelopes  
and offered $2,078.00 

 

February 24th  
177 people attended the 7:30 AM Liturgy 
 

97 families used their envelopes  
and offered $1,649.00 

 

2324 people attended the 9:00 AM Liturgy 
 

127 families used their envelopes  
and offered $2,007.00 

 

307 people attended the 11:30 AM Liturgy 
103 families used their envelopes  

and offered $1,217.00 

In recognition of our need to give, the 
many needs of our church and parish, and 
in gratitude for Godõs gifts to us, we de-
clare our willingness to return a portion 

of our Treasure to our parish, as a part of 
our total Christian stewardship. 

 

February 23rd/24thõs Tithe from  
468 families was $6,951.00 

Our loose offering was $757.21  

 

Weekly Operating Budget  $12,019.08  

SPRING FLING/FLEA MARKET, FOOD, TRICKY TRAYS  
Saturday, May 18.  Save all your unwanted items for our Flea Market.  More 
info to follow as we get closer – Think Spring!! 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
 The Combined Youth Ministry of SJB/GS 
will meet from 6-8PM on Sunday, March 10 
at GS. Contact Scott Higgins at 570-406-9953 
or scott.e.higgins@me.com.  

  There will be an information organiza-
tional meeting for Venturing on March 5 at 
7PM in Room 3 at SJB. Venturing is co-ed 
youth development program of the Boy 
Scouts of America for teens 14 through 20. 
Any adult interested in the program can at-
tend. 

HOAGIE SALE!!  
We are having a hoagie sale 
for parishioner Jack Kostic 

who has been 
u n d e r g o i n g 
Cancer treat-
ments. All 

money raised will be a great 
support for Jack and wife, 
Linda. Hoagie orders AND 
payment will be taken after 
all masses during the week-
end of March 2nd & 3rd. 
$4.00 for Italian or turkey 
hoagie. Pick up will be Sat. 
March 9th from 11AM-1PM. 
Any questions please call 
Carmen @ 788-5486. We 
appreciate any help you can 
give and most especially for 
your prayers!! 

FOOD PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED  
60 Cans of Beets, Peas & Carrots.  Your generosity is most appreciated!! 

   THIS WEEKé 
 

   Adult Choir     éé  éééééééééééé.......Monday, March 4, 7:00ð9:00 PM 
   

   3-Day Missionéé..éééééééé...éééééé..é..Tuesday, March 5-7, 6:30PM 
 

   Resilient Heartééééééééééééé.éééé....éé.Tuesday, March 5, 6:30PM 
 

   Knights of Columbuséé.. éééééééééé...é...é.Tuesday, March 5, 7:00PM 
 

   Catholicism Episodeééééééééééé...Wednesday, March 6, 10AM & 6:30PM 
 

   IN THE WEEKS AHEADé 
 

   Liturgy Committee Meeting éé..éééé...é...é.Wednesday, March 13, 7:00PM 
 

   Additional Viewing The Way ééééééééé.....é...Sunday, March 17, 2:00PM 

PRINCESS DAY  
“Princess Day,” is the free distribution of gently worn gowns and party 
dresses. It will be held on Sunday, March 10th from 2:00—3:30PM in 
Madonna Hall at Our Lady of Grace Church, located at 12th & Vine Streets, 
Hazleton. Princess Day is sponsored by the parish Children’s Closet com-
mittee in conjunction with the staffs at CSS and the United Charities. 

tel:%28570%29%20406-9953
mailto:scott.e.higgins@me.com


PAGE 3 

TABERNACLE CANDLE  
 

The Tabernacle Candle burns this week in memory of 
Members of St. John Bosco Parish. 

  
 

FAITH FORMATION LEVELS K-8 WILL MEET AT 10AM THIS YEAR. Only the 
high school program will meet at 12:30PM every 2nd & 4th weekend. 
Faith Formation Family Day: Levels 6 & 7 today at 9AM  Mass and 10AM class. 
Thank you 7th & 8th Level students for your participation in today's Mass.  
First Communion Retreat: Permission forms due to the office. Retreat will be 
held 3/16 from 9AM—12:30PM 
Confirmation Class: Next night class, 3/19. Mrs. Myers' class to be interviewed 
on questions today during class. 
Traveling Saints: This week our saints traveled home with the Myers, Bellizia, 
Joseph, Lucarino and Passeri Families. Thank you for hosting! 
Valley Food Pantry Service Project: The 4th & 1st Level students are collect-
ing items for the Food Pantry. Donations can be left outside the FF office. 
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WE REMEMBER... 

RESILIENT HEART  
Spiritual &Emotional Self-help and Support in  
Coping with Life Transitions, Loss and Grief  

Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÓÔ ÏÆ ×ÉÎÔÅÒ ) ÆÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÍÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÖÉÎÃÉÂÌÅ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȱȢ 
“Unless a particular time of personal transition is seen in the context of the indi-
vidual life journey, it is unlikely to have any meaning larger than “ending this 
and starting that”. It is, after all that larger meaning that we are looking for 

when we ask why. Why is this happening to 
me? We wonder as we struggle to navigate the 
currents of transition, !ÎÄ ×ÈÙ ÎÏ×ȩȱ  
All sessions are the first Tuesday of the month 
from 6:30—8:30PM in the SJB Parish Center 
Lounge. The next session is Tuesday, March 5 
and our topic is Transition Limbo:  
Understanding the Space between Endings 
and Beginnings.  Please register asap or one 
week before each session by contacting  
Sr. Marilyn at 788-1997, ext. 203.  

Third Sunday of Lent 

 

Sunday 

Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10

-12; Lk 13:1-9 

 

Monday 

2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Lk 4:24-30 

 

Tuesday 

Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt 18:21-35 

 

Wednesday 

Dt 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19 

 

Thursday 

Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23 

 

Friday 

Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34 

 

Saturday 

Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14 

DAILY READINGS 

Saturday, 4:00PM March 2 
Third Sunday of Lent 
 Gregory Cassano 
By Mr. & Mrs. William Hauze 
  

Sunday, 7:30AM March 3 
Third Sunday of Lent 
 Priest’s Intention  
 

Sunday, 9:00AM   March 3 
Third Sunday of Lent 
 Ann Lauria  
By Nick & Brenda Rizzo 
  

Sunday, 11:30AM March 3 
Third Sunday of Lent 
 Living & Deceased Members of  
 St. John Bosco 
  

Monday, 8:00AM March 4 
 Thomas Deshisky 
By Leon Szumlanski 
  

Tuesday, 8:00AM    March 5 
 Salvatore Giordano 
By Mary Louise Rock 
  
Wednesday, 8:00AM March 6 
 Victoria Bachman 
By Marcella & Carol Yeakel 

  
Thursday, 8:00AM March 7 
 Special Intention 
By Marie & Al Wolk 
 

Friday, 8:00AM March 8 
 Anna Watkins 
By Daughter, Lorraine & Tony Cusatis 
  

Friday, 7:00PM March 8 
 Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday, 4:00PM March 9 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 Leona Faleshock 
By James & Dorothy Staudenmeier 
  

Sunday, 7:30AM March 10 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 Priest’s Intention  
 

Sunday, 9:00AM   March 10 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 Living & Deceased Members of  
 St. John Bosco 
  

Sunday, 11:30AM March 10 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 Vivien Kupiec  
By NickEvan Hart 
 

Come celebrate the 
Sacrament of  
Reconciliation!  
Available every Monday during Lent 
from 5:30—7:00PM. 

YEAR OF FAITH OPPORTUNITY 

CATHOLICISM ¹@ FQNTMCAQD@JHMF ºVNQC NM EHQD» 

faith SERIES  

Journey around the world and deeper into the faith in a documentary series 
with acclaimed author, speaker and theologian Rev. Robert E. Barron as seen on 
CTV. Join us on Wednesdays at 10AM & 6:30PM in the youth lounge.  
/ÕÒ ÎÅØÔ ÅÐÉÓÏÄÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÎ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ -ÁÒÃÈ φȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ )ÎÄÉÓÐÅÎÓÁÂÌÅ 
Menɂ0ÅÔÅÒȟ 0ÁÕÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÙ !ÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅȱ Father Barron calls Peter 
and Paul “two indispensible men, the ones without whom the Church never 
would have emerged and survived.” In telling each man’s story, Father  Barron 
shows how the Holy Spirit worked through apostles and disciples to build the 
Church. In consideration of scheduling, sufficient seating & handouts, please 
register with the parish office at 788-1997. Future dates for this continuing se-
ries are April 10 & May 8. 

3-DAY MISSION  
On March 5th at Holy Rosary, March 6th at 
Saint Joseph’s and March 7th at St. Gabriel’s we 
are invited to a three day Mission given by Fr. 
Richard Burke, C.P. Each night we will have 
mass and confessions with Anointing of the 
Sick on the last night.  Plan to join us at 6:30 
PM as we continue our Journey this Lent to the 
Resurrection.   



Third Sunday of Lent  

March 3  

Second Sunday of LentSecond Sunday of LentSecond Sunday of Lent    

February 24February 24February 24    

Fourth Sunday of Lent  

March 10  

Fifth Sunday of Lent  

March 17  

Palm Sunday  

March 24  

Easter Sunday  

March 31  

Second Sunday of Easter  

April 7  

Third Sunday of Easter  

April 14  

Fourth Sunday of Easter  

April 21  

Fifth Sunday of Easter  

April 28  

Sixth Sunday of Easter  

May 5  

Ascension  

May 9  

Seventh Sunday of Easter  

May 12  

First Sunday of LentFirst Sunday of LentFirst Sunday of Lent    

February 17February 17February 17    

Ash Ash Ash 

WednesdayWednesdayWednesday    

Pentecost  

May 19  


