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Resurrection of Christ (“Harrowing of Hell”) Icon 

A Wondrous Encounter with the Resurrection Icon 
 

 The open door is at the heart of the most familiar Eastern icon of 

resurrection: it shows not the moment when Jesus actually rose from 

the tomb, but his descent among the dead, breaking down the doors of 

the underworld.  The Classical Easter icon (first examples come from 

sixth century) show something more than a historical event.  It shows, 

the effect of God’s action on human history up to that point, and,  

implicitly, the effect of God’s action on all history.   

“Lectio” is a slow, meditative way of reading, and is an  

ancient monastic spiritual practice.  Using the works of  

artists for spiritual meditation is a way of “reading”  

sacred art and asking:         
WHAT OF GOD IS IN THIS PAINTING FOR ME?   

WHAT DO I WANT TO SAY TO GOD THRU THIS PAINTING? 

 This icon shows Jesus’ presence bringing Adam and Eve out of 

the realm of death into the light-filled Presence.  Christ stands in the  

center of the composition framed by a darker mandorla or circles of 

deep colour.  Beneath his feet are the shattered gates of hell.   

  In the style after the fourteenth century, Christ is usually  

grasping Adam with one hand and Eve with the other. On either side 

behind Adam and Eve, stand characters from the history of Jewish  

scripture, usually David and Solomon and the prophet John the  

Baptist.  To the left are the apostles from the Transfiguration:  

Peter, James and John.  

  So this is a picture of liberation. Adam and Eve and David and 

Solomon etc. are not in ‘hell’ in the sense that they are for ever cut 

off from God; but those who have lived before Christ, even those who 

have led saintly lives, are imprisoned, unfulfilled.  The grip of death 

holds them; their growth towards God has been halted.  The heritage 

of sin in the world has left them unable to encounter God with the 

fullness that God wants for them, and so they are left finally under 

the dominion of the enemy of the human race, the 

‘Prosecutor’ (which is what “Satan’ originally meant, as Rev. 12.10 

reminds us).  

  This is not a story about Christ coming to deliver those who 

have deliberately said no to God, those in “hell’ in the strict sense, 

which raises some different questions.  It is about Christ coming to 

those who, after all their partial encounters with God, are stuck in 

the agony of knowing  God a little but having been ‘frozen’ by death 

in this tantalizing half knowledge; seeing something of God yet not  

being free to live with him. 

  This is the state of human beings so long as they have not met 

with Christ.  It is when his hand touches us that something new 

becomes possible, and we are able to become human and to live fully 

in God’s company.  But it is not just a gentle touch bestowed from 

on high; the drama of this scene depicts an action of God which 

moves ‘through’ death and its frustrations into the place where  

human beings languish in their frozenness.  By Jesus’ death, death 

itself ceases to have the power to halt us in our growth. 

  The Christ of this icon, standing on the bridge over darkness 

and emptiness, moving into the heart of human longing and  

incompletion, brings into that place the mystery out of which his life 

streams, represented in the mandorla against which his figure is set.  

The locked gates of death, the frozen lives cut short, these are  

overcome in the act of a new creation which we are witnessing. 
 

Adapted: The Dwelling of the Light-Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury 

Praying with the Resurrection Icon 
 

How is the Risen Christ ‘inbreaking’ through whatever closed door stops me from realizing 

I am free and redeemed and a spirit-filled son/daughter of God…baptized into a new creation? 

Am I willing to put my trust in Christ as the one in whose company I come fully to life? 
 

How is the Risen Christ inviting me to a ‘lifting up’, 

an invitation to touch his wounds today and be freed from whatever binds me? 

The Resurrection is both an ‘inbreaking’, through a portal (mandorla) that opens between our world and the world of heaven;  

and a ‘lifting up’ as Adam and Eve are pulled from the grip of death that halted their growth toward God.   

Adam and Eve reach toward his wounds for healing and to be freed from whatever binds them. 



4:00 PM 
,ÅÃÔÏÒÓȣȣȣȣ Robert Ritz 
 Edward Ecker 
 

Extraordinary Ministers  
 of Holy Communion  Altar Servers 
 

Jason Seiwell George Mellon 
Ann Corazza Daniel Synoski 
Nadine Skawski  
Mary Nora Wallace  
 

7:30 AM 
,ÅÃÔÏÒȣȣȣȣȢ Mary Pavlik 
 Jeannette Young 
  

Extraordinary Ministers  
 of Holy Communion  Altar Servers 
Don Bayzick Miranda Fetchen 
Cecilia Zielinski  
Jim Zielinski  
Paul Monkoski 
 

9:00 AM 
,ÅÃÔÏÒȣȣȣȣȣȢ James McAndrew 
  
 

Extraordinary Ministers  
 of Holy Communion  Altar Servers 
 

Annetta Williams Kaitlyn Bellizia 
Andrea Fendrick ,ÁÕÒÁ $ȭ!ÍÁÔÏ 
Margaret McAndrew  
  

11:30 AM 
,ÅÃÔÏÒȣȣȣȣȣȢ Arlene Stagg 
 John Samoyedny 
  

Extraordinary Ministers  
 of Holy Communion  Altar Servers 
Amy Triano Audrey McNelis 
Ray Triano Annika Fisk 
Jan Kelly 
Jeffrey Fendrick  

 

      Personal Home Care Ministry  
March 31  Appey Palfey 
April 7   Mary Ann Kline 
April 14   Donna Pesansky 
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS  
 

 April 6th &  
 April 7th  
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
 The Combined Youth Ministry of SJB/GS will meet on Sunday, April 14 at 
SJB and Sunday, April 28 at GS, from 6ɂ8pm  All students in grades 6ɂ12 
are welcome. Contact Scott Higgins at (570) 406-9953 or e-mail 
scott.e.higgins@me.com with questions. 
 The Combined Youth Ministry of SJB/GS will be hosting its annual  
N'ap Danse Ansamn dance marathon to benefit Haiti on May 3-4. All stu-
dents in grades 7 to 12 are welcome to join or start a team. For more infor-
mation about joining or starting a team please contact Dana Synoski (570) 
401-5867 or Danny Synoski (570) 436-1426. If you are interested in helping 
to sponsor this event please call or contact Scott Higgins. 

In recognition of our need to give, the 
many needs of our church and parish, and 
in gratitude for Godõs gifts to us, we de-
clare our willingness to return a portion 

of our Treasure to our parish, as a part of 
our total Christian stewardship. 

 

March 23rd/24thõs Tithe from  
546 families was $9,439.00 

Our loose offering was $1,193.92  

 

Weekly Operating Budget  $12,019.08  

**SPRING FLING**  
FLEA MARKET, FOOD, 

TRICKY TRAYS  
Saturday, May 18.  Save all 

your unwanted 
items for our Flea 
Market.  More 
info to follow as 

we get closer ɀ Think Spring!! 

SJBðNY BOUND!  
On May 15 to a new Broad-
way musical: Kinky Boots, 
$125.00 per person.  Call the 
parish office ɀ your check is 
your reservation.  

   THIS WEEKé 
 

   Adult Choir éé..éééé...éééééééé.......é.Monday, April 1, 7:00Pð9:00M 
   

   Confirmation Practice éé..éééééé..éééé........é.Tuesday, April 2, 6:30PM 
 

   Resilient Heart éé..éééé..éééééé........é.Tuesday, April 2, 6:30ð8:00PM 
 

   Knights of Columbusééééééééé.éééééééé...Tuesday, April 2, 7:00PM 
 

   Liturgy Meetingéé.. éééééé..éééé...éé...é.Wednesday, April 3, 7:00PM 
 

   AA and Al-ANONéé.. ééééééééééé.éé...é.Wednesday, April 3, 7:00PM 
 

   IN THE WEEKS AHEADé 
 

   Confirmation Practice with Sponsorséééé.ééééé...Sunday, April 7, 1:30PM 
 

   Sacrament of Confirmationéééééééééééééé.....Monday, April 8, 5:00PM 

KNIGHTSõ NOOK 
The Knights meet the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month.  Men in-
terested contact Grand Knight, Andrew Pitonyak at 384-2383. 

 
4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 0ÁÓÃÈÁÌ #ÁÎÄÌÅ ÉÓ ÉÎ 
memory of James Cochran by 
wife, Jane. 

SUNDAY STEWARDS  
 

1270 families receive envelopes  
 

March 23rd  
345 people attended the 4:00 PM Liturgy 
 

161 families used their envelopes  
and offered $2,845.00 

 

March 24th  
244 people attended the 7:30 AM Liturgy 
 

104 families used their envelopes  
and offered $1,449.00 

 

2388 people attended the 9:00 AM Liturgy 
 

160 families used their envelopes  
and offered $2,979.00 

 

353 people attended the 11:30 AM Liturgy 
121 families used their envelopes  

and offered $2,166.00 FAITH IN THE BIBLE  
Please join us Wednesdays in 
April. Mornings from 10ɂ
11:30AM or evenings from 
7ɂ8:30PM.  What does it 
mean to trust in God?  What 
does the Bible say about 
faith?  Cost: $20. For more 
information or registration 
contact Fr. Jerome at: 
 holydormiton@gmail.com or 
788-1212 ext 402. 

tel:%28570%29%20406-9953
mailto:scott.e.higgins@me.com
tel:%28570%29%20401-5867
tel:%28570%29%20401-5867
tel:%28570%29%20436-1426
mailto:holydormiton@gmail.com
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TABERNACLE CANDLE  
 

The Tabernacle Candle burns this week in memory of 
Della Wolfe by Marie Waschko & Family. 
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WE REMEMBER...  

Renewed and refreshed in this seasonõs Baptismal Waters we re ðappropriate our 
CHRISTian Identity. Now strengthened and inspired by our TRIDUUM  
experience we recognize that we have journeyed with Christ into abandonment 
and solitude, into death, and into risen life as a new creation. As our 90 day 
communal theme of Come Journey with Me continues it now calls us to deepen 
our perspective and stretch ourselves further into the traditional disciplines of  
prayer, fasting and almsgiving (loving service) through the Works of Mercy. 
They call us as Christõs new creation to live our faith and play our part in the 
transformation of ourselves and each other.  
 PRAYERñOur daily six minute spiritual exercise of Lectio Divina (divine 
reading) will continue with The Little White Book which you will receive on the 
weekend of April 6/7 . The Little White Book of meditations on the Sunday  
Gospels of Easter is designed to help you continue to enjoy six minutes a day in 
prayer throughout these next 50 days of the Easter season.  Our Resurrection 
Icon, which is a doorway to prayer speaks to both our mind and soul and can 
deepen our relationship with God. 
 FASTINGñcontinues to take the form of creating ôsacred spaceõ each day 
within which to engage the ôlectio divinaõ of The Little White Book. as well as 
time to contemplate the Resurrection Icon  which now hangs in our sanctuary.   
 ALMSGIVINGñ(loving service) continues as we engage the spiritual and  
corporal works of mercy within our daily lives continuing the mission and  
ministry of the Risen Christ. to self, family, and neighbors.  It also refreshes our 
memory as to the commitment we made, on the January Feast of Our Lordõs 
Baptism, that of our Parish Prayer Exchange. òPraying it Forwardó invited us to 
pray for another parishionerõs intention throughout this Year of Faith. 
 ASCENSION TO PENTECOSTñA Pentecost Icon, in the sanctuary, as well 
as an At - Home Pentecost Novena will celebrate the Feast of Pentecost and bring 
to a close our 90 day Paschal Season Journey. Copies of the at- home novena will 
be distributed the weekend of May 4/5, the Sixth Sunday of Easter. 

DAILY READINGS  

Easter Sunday of  the Resurrection 

of the Lord 
 

Sunday 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4 or 1 

Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9 or 

Lk 24:1-12 or, at an afternoon or 

evening Mass, Lk 24:13-35 
 

Monday 

Acts 2:14, 22-33; Mt 28:8-15 
 

Tuesday 

Acts 2:36-41; Jn 20:11-18 
 

Wednesday 

Acts 3:1-10; Lk 24:13-35 
 

Thursday 

Acts 3:11-26; Lk 24:35-48 
 

First Friday 

Acts 4:1-12; Jn 21:1-14 
 

First Saturday 

Acts 4:13-21; Mk 16:9-15 

Saturday, 9:00AM March 30 
Holy Saturday 
 Morning Prayer  
 

Saturday, 1:00PM March 30 
Holy Saturday 
 Blessing of Easter Foods 
 

Saturday, 8:00PM March 30 
 Solemn Vigil of Easter 
 0ÒÉÅÓÔȭÓ )ÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ 
 

Sunday, 7:30AM March 31 
Easter Sunday 
 Special Intention  
 By Barbara Olenick 
 

Sunday, 9:00AM   March 31 
Easter Sunday 
 Living & Deceased Members of  
 St. John Bosco 
 

Sunday, 11:30AM March 31 
Easter Sunday 
 Louis Mattioli Sr.  
 By Lou & Marge Mattioli 
 

Monday, 8:00AM April 1  
 Elia Cullinan  
By Mr. & Mrs. Lenny Rossi 

 

Tuesday, 8:00AM    April 2  
 Marguerite Bayzick  
By Family 
 

Wednesday, 8:00AM April 3  
 Joseph Rebarchak 
By John & Lee Rossi 
 

 Thursday, 8:00AM April 4  
 Marie Stark  
By Bob, Liz & Aaron Rock 
 

Friday, 8:00AM April 5  
 Joseph & Anna Hanna 
By Jim, Cecilia , Joann Zielinski 
 

Saturday, 4:00PM April 6  
Second Sunday of Easter 
 Jackie Otterbine 
By John & Betty Soda 
 

Sunday, 7:30AM April 7  
Second Sunday of Easter 
 Joseph B. Ganc  
 By Parents 
 

Sunday, 9:00AM   April 7  
Second Sunday of Easter 
 Living & Deceased Members of  
 St. John Bosco 
 

Sunday, 11:30AM April 7  
Second Sunday of Easter 
 0ÒÉÅÓÔȭÓ )ÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ  

Contemplating 50 Days of Easter Mysteries 
Discovering Faith in the Risen Christ as Forever New 

CONFIRMATION  
 The Sacrament of Confirmation will be 
celebrated on Monday, April 8th with Bishop 
Bambera.  Practice will be held on Tuesday, 
April 2nd at 6:30PM and on Sunday, April 7th 
with sponsors at 1:30PM.   
 Candidates & families, please remember 
that practice and promptness are of the  
utmost importance ÆÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÅÎÊÏÙÍÅÎÔ 
of the celebration.  
 As a parish, please 
remember to keep 
the candidates and 
their families in your 
prayers as they prepare and celebrate this 
sacrament. 



Third Sunday of LentThird Sunday of LentThird Sunday of Lent    

March 3March 3March 3    

Second Sunday of LentSecond Sunday of LentSecond Sunday of Lent    

February 24February 24February 24    

Fourth Sunday of LentFourth Sunday of LentFourth Sunday of Lent    

March 10March 10March 10    

Fifth Sunday of LentFifth Sunday of LentFifth Sunday of Lent    

March 17March 17March 17    

Palm Sunday Palm Sunday Palm Sunday    

March 24March 24March 24    

Easter SundayEaster SundayEaster Sunday    

March 31March 31March 31    

Second Sunday of Easter  

April 7  

Third Sunday of Easter  

April 14  

Fourth Sunday of Easter  

April 21  

Fifth Sunday of Easter  

April 28  

Sixth Sunday of Easter  

May 5  

Ascension  

May 9  

Seventh Sunday of Easter  

May 12  

First Sunday of LentFirst Sunday of LentFirst Sunday of Lent    

February 17February 17February 17    

Ash Ash Ash 

WednesdayWednesdayWednesday    

Pentecost  

May 19  


