The Sunday Good Pelvs

Fifth Sunday of Easter

The Church of Saint John Bosco April 24, 2016
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You are light * I *
for salvation.

PRAYER BEFORE AN ELECTION
(United States Conference of Catholic Bishops)

Lord God, as the election approaches,
we seek to better understand
the issues and concerns that confront
our city, state and country,
and how the Gospel compels us to
respond as faithful citizens
in our community.

We ask for eyes that are free from
blindness so that we might see
each other as brothers and sisters, one
and equal in dignity, especially those
who are victims of
abuse and violence, deceit and poverty.

We ask for ears that will hear
the cries of children unborn
and those abandoned,
men and women oppressed because of
race or creed, religion or gender.
We ask for minds and hearts that are
open to hearing the voice of leaders
who will bring us closer
to your Kingdom.

We pray for discernment so that
we may choose leaders who hear your
word, live your love, and
keep in the ways of your truth
as they follow in the steps of
Jesus and his Apostles and
quide us to your Kingdom of
justice and peace.

We ask this in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ, and through the power
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

HIS WORD TODAY BY Rev. William J. Reilly

“After Paul and Barnabas had proclaimed the good news in that city and
made a considerable number of disciples, they returned to Lystra and to
Iconium and to Antioch. They strengthened the spirit of the disciples and
exhorted them to persevere in the faith...they appointed elders for them in
each church and with prayer and fasting commended them to the Lord in
whom they had put their faith.”

How exciting to trace the steps of Paul in his missionary journeys, discover the
fruit of his ministry, and his care in leaving the growing communities in able
hands. He with Barnabas spent themselves in forming missionary disciples.

Pope Francis is doing the same thing. His visits to Washington, New York and
Philadelphia proclaimed the same mission. His travels to Kenya, Uganda and the
Central African Republic were to produce the same results.

It is time for us to respond to the challenge. Through our own prayer and fasting,
we too are strengthened to do the work of the elders in our own communities. We
do not wait for others to come to us, but we go out to bring the saving message of
Jesus to others.

Question: When was the last time you invited someone to return to the practice of
the faith, or told someone why you are a believer?

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
Suggestions for the Year of Mercy
During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, try putting mercy into practice each
week.
¢ Give away something of yours (that you really like) to someone you
know who would enjoy it.

100 YEARS OF FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE
We extend our prayerful best wishes and congratulations to Father ]. W. Brian
Clarke, Deacon Vincent Oberto and the Parishioners of Holy Rosary Church in
Hazleton as they celebrate the Centennial of the founding of their Parish. A Mass
of Thanksgiving will be celebrated by Bishop Bambera on this Sunday, April 24,
2016, at 11:00 AM. Father Ric Polmounter is a native son of Holy Rosary Parish.

MOTHER’S DAY CARNATIONS will be available Mother’s Day weekend,
May 7-8 before and after all Masses, for $1. Proceeds benefit Hazleton
Chapter of Pennsylvanians for Human Life. Thank you for your support.

THIS WEEK & IN THE WEEKS AHEAD...

Parish Finance Advisory COUNCl ........coovevuiiiiiiiiniere e eena s
............................... Tuesday, April 26, 6:00-7:30 PM, All-Purpose Rm

PARISH !

CALENDAROFEVENTS ~ Practice for First Communion............... April 24 during Faith Formation

.......................... and April 26, 5:30-7:30 PM & April 28, 5:30-7:00 PM
Film "Jesus, Man of Joy”, Session 2................. Thursday, April 28, 1:00 and 6:30 PM
First COmMmMUNION ...ccvuuiiiiii e Saturday, April 30, 10:00 AM
Transitioning into Further Journey DVD, Homer’s ODYSSEY .......c....... May 3, 6:30 PM
Parish Pastoral Council.............. Thursday, May 5, 6:30-8:00 PM, Multi-Purpose Room
Walking with HOPE—Dementia Caregivers SUpport .......ccccovvvvvuneeens May 11, 6:30 PM
Parent Meeting, 1st Level.....c.coovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiin s Sunday, May 15, 10:00 AM
SPHNG FIING cevvniiieiie e Saturday, May 21
Parent Meeting, 7th LeVel.........cccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiien s Sunday, May 22, 10:00 AM
SIB BOOK ClUD....eveeeeieiineeiinini s May 22, 12:30 PM

SIB GOIf TOUMNAMENT ..cvuuiiiriie e et e e e e r e e e rna s August 20
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SUNDAY STEWARDS

1,289 families receive envelopes
433 white offertory envelopes were
used on the weekend of April 16/17
Total Mass Attendance: 1,051
Total Sunday Offering: $7,885.00
AEAT E Ui O A O Ul
CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL
This weekend, April 23-24, we will take a

collection for the Catholic Home Missions
Appeal. Thank you for your support.

COLLECTION FOR THE CARE AND
EDUCATION OF PRIESTS
The Second Collection next weekend,
(April 30 - May 1) will be for the Care
and Education of Priests. Thank you for
your kindness.

MOTHER’S DAY REMEMBRANCES
Mother’'s Day is Sunday, May 8. All
Masses on the weekend of May 7-8 will
be offered for all mothers, living and
deceased. List the names of those you
would like remembered at Mass on the
envelope in your set. They will be placed
on the Altar during the month of May.
Remember Mothers, Grandmothers,
Godmothers, Wife, Spiritual Mothers,
Religious Sisters, Female Confirmation
Sponsors and all those women who have
been a blessing for your life. Envelopes
may be taken or mailed to the Parish
office or deposited in the collection
basket next weekend, April 30 - May 1.

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS

St. John Bosco Parish extends a warm
welcome to new parishioners: Joseph
P. Naseef and Maria J. D’Amato.
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e Attention parents of Level 1 and Level 7 students:

e April Service Projects:

QUO VADIS? “WHERE ARE YOU GOING?”
Quo Vadis Days 2016 is a camp-like experience for young Catholic men entering High
School in September 2016 through graduating seniors in June. It will be held on the
Campus of Misericordia University, Dallas, PA, from June 26 at 4:00 PM through June
29 at 10:00 AM. Contact Father Ric or Father Paul Fontanella at the Parish Office,
(570) 788-1997, if you might be interested or need further information.

OO0 CAT AOT GADIHEFIRE—YOUTH RALLY

The “Light the Fire” youth rally will be held Wednesday, June 29, 2016, at
Misericordia University, Dallas, Pennsylvania, and is sponsored by the Office of
Parish Life, Diocese of Scranton, Youth Ministry. Contact Carla Bednar at the Parish
Faith Formation Office or Father Ric at the Parish Office for further information.

YOUTH MASS
Registered and participating High School Seniors from St. John Bosco Parish will be
honored at a Mass of Thanksgiving on Sunday, June 5 at 11:00 AM. You are
requested to contact the Parish Office at (570) 788-1997 to give your full name,
school where you will graduate (public, private, parochial, home school) and any
future plans (college, trade school, military, work force, etc.). Seniors are welcome
to participate at that Mass as Lectors, Ushers, Altar Servers and Gift Bearers. Names
must be submitted by Monday, May 23, so plans may be

PRAYER REQUEST: Fr. John K. Manno, former pastor of St. John Bosco Parish,
underwent surgery this week. He will celebrate his 75th birthday on Tuesday, April
26. Please keep him in your thoughts and prayers. Get well cards may be sent to:
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 800 Mulberry St., Montoursville, PA 17754-2017.

Fai Edhr mati on Corner

e THANK YOU to all who baked, sold, purchased or helped in any way

with our Family Bake Sale this past weekend. Almost $600 was raised
and will be split between the Missionary Childhood Association and the
Remembering Ryanne Cara Foundation. Thank you, especially, to the
Seiwell family for helping with advertising, set up, and clean up. Please
continue to watch the display board outside the Faith Formation Office
for more pictures as well as information about upcoming family service
projects and activities.

e Practices for First Communion will be during Faith Formation on April

24, and in the evenings on Tuesday, April 26 from 5:30 to 7:30 PM and
Thursday, April 28 from 5:30 to 7:00 PM.

Please note the last day for Faith Formation for ALL students (this
ncludes 2nd and 8th Level students) will be Sunday, May 1. May
Crowning will take place during the 9:00 AM Mass on May 1. 8th grade
students will crown our outdoor Mary statue during Faith Formation
and all students and families are invited to gather outside to pray a
decade of the Rosary together.

There will be a
meeting on Sunday, May 15, at 10:00 AM in the church for Level 1
parents (next year’s First Penance and First Communion Class).
Level 7 parents, (next year’s Confirmation Class), will meet on Sunday,
May 22, at 10:00 AM in the church. If your child will be attending Faith
Formation here at St. John Bosco church, you must be in attendance at
your grade appropriate meeting in order to receive important
preparation and registration information for next year.

Level 4B (donation box in Classroom 1) is
collecting donations for the Hazleton Animal Shelter; Levels 6A and 6B
are collecting for Valley Food Pantry (donation boxes in Faith
Formation hallway).
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JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
.. Our Parish Family Fully Alive

12016

SPRING FLING
Spring is here and it is time to sponsor our annual Spring Fling to be held on
Saturday, May 21, from 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Bag Day is Sunday, May 22, from
12:30 PM to 2:00 PM.

e  Your treasures can be brought to the Parish Center and placed by the inside
gym doors starting on Sunday, May 15, at 1:00 PM through Friday, May 20,
until 12:00 Noon. Absolutely no clothing, Christmas trees, large electronics,
i.e,, TV's, etc., encyclopedias, nor broken or soiled items.

e Tricky Trays will also be featured and appreciated. You can create
any type of themed basket that you wish. Some ideas are games and toys
for children, small appliances, Italian themed, hair care supplies, home
office supplies, garden tools, gift certificates or lottery baskets (always a
hit!). Contact Judy at (570) 578-6251 or Arlene at (570) 788-3643, for
information or if you would like to make a donation. We can also assemble
and wrap your basket if you wish. Baskets may be dropped off at the Parish
Center beginning Monday, May 16, through Friday, May 20, until Noon.

e There will be plenty of food available on Saturday for all to enjoy!
Monetary donations are needed to cover the cost of the kitchen expenses.
Please call Marie at (570) 455-3874 to make your donation. Remember the
spaetzle type halushki are back! You can place take-out orders for halushki
ahead by calling Marie at (570) 455-3874.

e Sign-up sheets are on both bulletin boards for anyone who wishes to
volunteer some of their precious time.

Your participation and support will help to make this a successful parish
fundraiser. Thank you and God Bless Everyone!

SANCTUARY FLOWER MEMORIALS
If you would like to donate a floral bouquet for our Church Sanctuary (front of
Altar, sides of Altar, in front of Pulpit) or for the front of the Statue of St. Mary,
St. Joseph, or St. John Bosco, please contact the Parish Office to reserve the date.
Donation is $50. You may order the flowers on your own to be delivered on
Saturday afternoon or we can order for you. The intention and donor will be
listed in the bulletin unless requested otherwise. They may be offered IN
MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE, FOR A SPECIAL INTENTION, IN THANKSGIVING
FOR BLESSINGS RECEIVED OR IN HONOR OF SOMEONE ON THEIR BIRTHDAY,
ANNIVERSARY OR SPECIAL OCCASION. Call Linda at (570) 788-1997.
Weekends Available:
May 14-15 Pentecost; May 21-22 Blessed Trinity
June 4-5; June 11-12; June 25-26
All weekends in July, August, and September

SUGARLOAF VALLEY CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
Conyngham United Methodist Church is hosting this year’s May Friendship Day
Friday, May 6, at 1:00 PM. This Sugarloaf Valley Church Women United
Ecumenical Service entitled “Finding Grace at the Table” includes collecting
wrapped pennies for marginalized women and children of the world. Light

refreshments follow, and all are welcome. Please call Arlene to reserve a place,
(570) 788-3643.

CHARISMATIC MASS and HEALING SERVICE, Thursday, May 19, 7:00 PM.

TABERNACLE CANDLE :\“' ',

The Tabernacle Candle burns this week in memory of Elizabeth Sharwarko -
by her Family. l 3
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By Ustonofski Family
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By Pat & Patty Raico
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By Lew & Donna Grant
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By John & Irma Braskie
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By Daughter, Trish & Howard Palmer
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By Lois & Joe Zoldi
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ASCENSION OF OUR LORD, THURSDAY, MAY 5
The Solemnity of the ASCENSION OF OUR LORD will be celebrated on Thursday, May 5. It is a Holy Day of Obligation, and all
Catholics are required to participate at Mass. Masses will be celebrated at the following times: VIGIL MASS, Wednesday, May 4,
5:00 PM; FEAST DAY MASSES: Thursday, May 5, 8:00 AM and 7:00 PM. This Feast occurs 40 days after Easter and recalls
Jesus’ return to His Father and His promise to send His Holy Spirit to be with us, His family, the Church, forever.

SJB BOOK CLUB will be reading Salt to the Sea by Ruta Cepetys and meeting May 22 for discussion. Join us at Tom's Kitchen at
12:30 PM. All are welcome!



