The Sunday Good Peiws

Fourth Sunday of Advent

The Church of Saint John Bosco December 21, 2014

First Coming

God did not wait till
the world was ready,
till nations were at peace.
God came when the
nations were unsteady;
prisoners cried for release.
God did not wait
for the perfect time.
God came when the
need was deep and great.
God dined with sinners
in all their grime,
turned water into wine.
God did not wait
till hearts were pure.

In joy God came
to 3 tarnished world
of sin and doubt.

To a world like ours,
of anquished shame
God came,
and God's light
would not go out.
We cannot wait till
the world is sane, to raise
our songs with joyful voice,
for to share our grief,
to touch our pain,
God came with love:
Rejoice! Rejoice!

~ Madeline L'Engle

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 144, 16

King David plans to build a temple to honor God. But God tells Nathan the
Prophet that instead he will give David rest from his enemies, and ensure
that both his house and community will be protected forever.

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27

In this letter of Paul to the Romans, he explains that the gospel reveals the
mystery that had been hidden for many ages. Now it has been made
known to all, so that they may believe, obey, and give glory through Jesus
Christ forever.

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

The Virgin Mary is approached by the angel Gabriel, who tells her that she
has been chosen to bear the Son of God. Mary is first afraid, yet shows her
unquestioning faith when she simply says, “Let it be done to me as you
say.”

HIS WORD TODAY BY Rev. William J. Reilly

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; hence, the holy offspring to be born will be called Son of
God...To him who is able to strengthen you in the gospel which | proclaim
when | preach Jesus Christ, the gospel which reveals the mystery hidden for
many ages...to him, the God who alone is wise, may glory be given
through Jesus Christ unto endless ages. Amen.”

Gabriel’s response to Mary’s question of how this can happen, reveals the
power and presence of the Holy Spirit in her life and in the lives of
believers. We sometimes forget the existence of this gift and power in our
lives. As we bring the season of advent to its climax with the birth of Christ,
we ask that He be born anew, with new power in our lives. We not only
recall the Bethlehem event, but live the Bethlehem experience today.

The concluding words of praise, the doxology or hymn of glory taken from
the letter to the Romans, becomes a Christmas gift and greeting for all of
us, as we are called to preach the Good News, glad tidings, the gospel, no
longer hidden but made manifest in the Child of Bethlehem and in
enthusiastic believers today. May the Word of God, and the Word which
became flesh, take root in our lives.

CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR’S MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24th ...... 4:00 PM, 6:00 PM, and 10:00 PM

Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25th .........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiia, 9:00 AM
New Year’s Eve, Wednesday, December 31st .................... 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM
New Year’s Day, Thursday, January ISt .......cceeeeeiiiiniiiiiiiiineieinenans 9:00 AM

THIS WEEK & IN THE WEEKS AHEAD...

“The Light is On For You” Reconciliation ....... Monday, December 22, 5:30—7:00 PM
STIB Youth Ministry “Pray, Talk, Share”
............................................... Monday, December 22, 7:00—8:30 PM
Epiphany Distribution of Chalk and House Blessing

‘t ................................... Saturday & Sunday, January 3 & 4, all Masses

|
m “Resilient Heart” Spiritual & Emotional Self-Help in Coping with
pARlSH M Life Transitions, Loss & Grief ............... Tuesday, January 6, 6:30 PM
Liturgy Committee Meeting ............. Wednesday, January 7, 6:30 PM
CALENDAR OFEVENTS “Praying it Forward” Prayer Exchange ... January 10 & 11, all Masses
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264 people attended the 11:30 AM Liturgy: AKOEOEOEAO A& O OE|EOOM CERECONCM ATOBN 4E A

90 families used their envelopes

and offered $1,501.00

{1l £db+Y _ _ KC_
413 families was $7,981.00
Our loose offering was $578.50
Weekly Operating Budget $12,019.08
Religious Retirement Fund $1,734.00
Thank you for your kinaness!
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WAKE UP THE WORLD !
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Ebenezer Changes Di
About a hundred years before Dorothy Dag¢hérrlde sht
Di ckewnet e about London®s Choorst mas hithaer @duecerd it eqg f
Scromme his transformation from misanthrope
good a master, and as good a man as timet agnooad da
( pr on o u ntcadh® Yanhe. h) A Greek wordthea tj acurnn ebye odfe farl
mi nd, heart, seldofs dri twayal otfmelainfi en.g .c & adagwe, diifr eEl
Scrooge can do it, so can you and |. Her eds
Recodnize. Repent.

Scrooge came to an
awareness of his
many faults only
when forced to by
the spirits of
Christmas past,
present and yet to
come. Don't wait!
Pay attention now.

Repair.
Take real steps to

“make it better.”
One of the first
things Scrooge did
on Christmas Day
was to order the
“prize Turkey”
delivered to the
Cratchit family.

~

n . . : and to Tiny Ti m, who d
knew how to keep Christmas wel |,
and of all of wus! And so, as Ti

Charl es

Repentance is 3
sincere turning
away, in both mind
and heart, from self
to God. Scrooge
transformed by
changing direction.
He became 3

new being.

Repeat.
Having turned away

from old ways, stay
straight on the new
course. Dickens
tells us: “Scrooge
was better than his
word. He did it all,
and infinitely
more . .."
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Di ckens,



