The Sunday Good Pelvs

Fourth Sunday of Easter

The Church of Saint John Bosco April 17, 2016
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PRAYER TO KNOW
MY VOCATION

Lord, | want to be happy in this life
and spend eternity with you in the life
to come.

From the first moment of
my existence,
You knew my vocation.
Please help me discover Your plan fo
my life.

Help me to know myself.
Help me to overcome my fears.
Help me to want what You want.
Help me to trust You completely.

Send Your Holy Spirit into my mind
and heart so | can see
the gifts You have given me
and hear Your call
to serve the Church.
Increase my desire
to bring others to You
and to help them reach heaven.

Mary Most Holy, Mother of God,
pray for me,
that | can discover my vocation
and have the courage
to respond in faith.
Amen.

HIS WORD TODAY BY Rev. William J. Reilly

“My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow me. I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one can take them out of my
hand.”

Three verbs - hear, know, follow. As I listen to the Good Shepherd, I ask three
questions.

How clear is my hearing? What is the Lord saying to me, asking of me? How
wrong it would be to presume that [ have listened to His call, without taking
time to reflect upon it.

How I wish I could know the Lord, as He knows me. He fills me with gifts,
which I sometimes do not use. He wants the best for me, and I sometimes
settle for less or mediocrity. He asks me to be responsible and accountable in
my serving Him in others.

How closely do I give in to follow the Lord? Do I keep a safe distance or try to
take giant steps to be closer to Him.

On this Good Shepherd weekend I find comfort as He calls, leads, feeds and
heals me. I am also aware that [ need to hear, listen, know and follow Him
more closely.

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
Suggestions for the Year of Mercy

During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, try putting mercy into practice eq
week.

§ Dig our your most attractive stationery and handwrite an acty
letter to someone, as a means of demonstrating their importan
to you.

EASTER DUTY

All parishioners are reminded of their obligation to fulfill their Easter Duty,
receiving Holy Communion at least once between Ash Wednesday and
Pentecost Sunday, as well as going to the Sacrament of Reconciliation to
confess any mortal sin. This year Pentecost Sunday is May 15.

THIS WEEK & IN THE WEEKS AHEAD...

Families in Faith Bake Sale, after all Masses. .......... April 16 & 17

W ARISE Leader Meeting ....ovvvnviieiiiiiiieieee s April 20, 6:30 PM

pARlSH u Parish Finance Advisory CounCil.......c...coeeviiuniiiiiniiiniiineenenns
CALENDAROFEVENTS .. Tuesday, April 26, 6:00-7:30 PM, All-Purpose Rm
Practice for First Communion..........cccoceuunne April 17 & 24 during Faith Formation
....................................... and April 26, 5:30-7:30 PM & April 28, 5:30-7:00 PM
Film “Jesus, Man of Joy”, Session 2.......... Thursday, April 28, 1:00 and 6:30 PM
First COMMUNION .euviviiiiiiii e April 30
Parish Pastoral Council ...... Thursday, May 5, 6:30-8:00 PM, Multi-Purpose Room
Parent Meeting, 1st Level.....c.cooevviiiiiiiiiniiiinnineee Sunday, May 15, 10:00 AM
SPrNG FIING ..o Saturday, May 21
Parent Meeting, 7th Level ........ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiieee Sunday, May 22, 10:00 AM
SIB GOIf TOUMNAMENT......iiiviiiiiiii e e August 20
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SUNDAY STEWARDS

1,289 families receive envelopes
443 white offertory envelopes were
used on the weekend of April 9/10
Total Mass Attendance: 1,162
Total Sunday Offering: $8,002.00

Easter Collection: $17,483.00
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CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL
Next weekend, April 23-24, we will take a
collection for the Catholic Home Missions
Appeal. Thank you for your support.

SPRING FLING RAFFLE TICKETS
SPONSOR NEEDED
It's that time of year again for our
Spring Fling. If you would like to
sponsor our Raffle Tickets, please call
the Parish Office or tell Father Ric.
Tickets cost around $400. Thank you!

2016 DIOCESAN MEN'’S CONFERENCE
The Diocesan Men’s Conference will be held on Saturday, April 23, at King's
College, Wilkes-Barre. The day includes guest speakers: Dr. Scott Hahn, Msgr.
Charles Pope, and Michael McGlinn; breakfast, lunch, confessions, Adoration and
Mass celebrated by Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton. Register for
this exciting conference at www.BeAManConference.com.

PRAYERFUL CONGRATULATIONS

. We exte UE C afulati lgi rayers to SISTER MARY PERSICO, IHM, Ed.D., a
:étée oﬁl?ﬁlitcﬁﬁlfbeégesqz egas the 12th president of Marywood University.

Her term of office begins on July 1, 2016. Sister Mary Persico served as a past
president of the Congregation of the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, and most recently, as executive vice president for one of the largest multi-
institutional Catholic health care delivery systems in the nation.

I

% PARISH STAFF
/@ am very pleased to announce that Bishop Joseph C.

Bambera has assigned FATHER PAUL C. FONTANELLA to St. John
Bosco Parish as Assistant Pastor for the next few months. Father Fontanella will
begin his priestly ministry here on this Monday, April 18. Father Fontanella studied
at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, Italy. We offer him our prayerful

support and wish him a happy and rewarding ministry with us in the Conyngham-
Sugarloaf area.

REMEMBRANCE OF THE DEAD
Your prayers are requested for
MARY BETH MIORELLI, a faithful
parishioner of St. John Bosco Parish who
recently died. Please keep her and all
the faithful departed in your daily
prayers. May she restin peace.

STATE FREE THROW CHAMPIONS
Congratulations to Marissa Trivelpiece and
Logan Fritz who won their Free Throw
Championships at the Knights of Columbus
competition held in March. Marissa won
in the 14-year old girls division and sank
24 of 25 shots. Logan won in the 12-year
old boys division and sank 21 of 25 shots.
Both began their competition at Council
#8613 in Conyngham.

/S!L[, w9!5\\
S

unday
Acts 13:14, 43-52; Rv 7:9, 14b-17;
Jn 10:27-30

Monday

Acts 11:1-18; Jn 10:1-10
Tuesday

Acts 11:19-26; Jn 10:22-30
Wednesday

Acts 12:24—13:5a; Jn 12:44-50
Thursday

Acts 13:13-25; Jn 13:16-20
Friday

Acts 13:26-33; Jn 14:1-6

Saturday
\@ 13:44-52; n 14:7-14

/
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A GRATEFUL WORD OF THANKS
We are grateful to Valley Trophy Company, 532 SR 93 in Sugarloaf, and Bob Horrox,
owner, for his generous donation of 2 brass engraved plaques for our new
confessional screens. Your thoughtfulness is deeply appreciated.

To our Confirmation Students and Families,

It has been a blessing to us to have been with you throughout this past year
as you prepared to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. We feel that we
got to know each of you and the amazing gifts that God has given ypu

through your active participation in service projects, class, Mass, and re

We look forward to seeing your continued growth through high school, an

the many ways that you will continue to use those gifts! Thank you for th

generous gifts and beautiful cards that you all took the time to sign. M

God continue to bless you in all that you do!

With love J0)
| \¢

Carla and Kayla

reat.
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Faith Formation Families will hold a Bake Sale after all Masses the
weekend of April 16 and 17. Proceeds will benefit the Remembering
Ryanne Cara Foundation and the Missionary Childhood Association.
Please see the tri-fold board outside of the Faith Formation office for
more information about both of these charities.

Practices for First Communion will be during Faith Formation on April
17 and 24, and in the evenings on Tuesday, April 26 from 5:30 to 7:30
PM and Thursday, April 28 from 5:30 to 7:00 PM.

Please note the last day for Faith Formation for ALL students (this
includes 2nd and 8th Level students) will be Sunday, May 1. May
Crowning will take place during the 9:00 AM Mass on May 1. 8th grade
students will crown our outdoor Mary statue during Faith Formation.


http://www.BeAManConference.com
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JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 12016
... Our Parish Family Fully Alive + WE REMEMBER -l.
= - AOOO h U BOOEI ol
“DIOCESAN GOOD HEARTS, GENERb{U@?@@ééEd}IX%E i £ %BAOOA
ANNUAL APPEAL 5% $)/ # %3 ! . . .51, I 00 %AT, AUS OB dUHAW
Good Floarts, Gonervus Spirits 'O T £ ! POEI uvuhBy™pi & Mrs. Maurice
PARISH GOAL: ... $59,000.00 P Eaagn taxr HPOE O
bAOOA
PLEDGED .............................................. $70,19050 * | E’I‘ # E A (ji A O E
PAID TO DATE: ... $66,963.50 By Wife El eanor
OUTSTANDING: ....coovererrerrererreernenreens $3,227.00 . — .
OVER GOAL: ... $11,190.50 301 AAUh Odrtt !'-DOEI wuvd
32.97% (425 of 1,286) pledged. &1 O0O0E | £ AOOAO o
St. John Bosco Parish received a DAA Grant of $3,000 to use along with our ’I- IIE[EO IZ IO% (3 i $E?\ A'? %‘i\&’? -OAAIOA[
Parish St. Vincent DePaul Fund to support our many outreach programs to the E——— —
needy of our parish and area. We will also receive back a check for 75% of |3 Ol AAUh uvudgxt !"BOEI 0D
funds received over our parish goal for use in our parish. The Diocese also gave &l OOOE 301 AAU | A %AOO A
a grant of $25,000 to the Catholic Social Services of the Greater Hazleton Area ,  OEO - AOOEI Il Eh 308
to help establish the Homeless Shelter this past winter. By Louis & Marge Matti
-TTAAUR odtt !I-DOEI w06
APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION *TET -11 O0AOAOOAQI
Last Friday, April 8, 2016, our Holy Father issued A mo r i s ,hissApostéli¢ jBay Mr & Mrs. Terry Ga
Exhortation titled “The Joy of Love: On Love in the Family.” Pope Francishas |4 OAOAAUR 6dtt !'BOEI L0
given us a beautiful reflection on the vocation of marriage, family life and .16 -EIT OAIIE
human sexuality. Drawing upon Scripture, the writings of his predecessors, |[By Lew & Donna Gr ant
and the dialogue of two SynO(.is on the famﬂy he convoked in 2014 and 2015, 7AAT AOAAUR o0qUMAE]l ot
the Holy Father offers us a rich opportunity to appreciate the beauty of the 21 AAOO ' AGAEI R * O8
Church’s truth, while at the same time recognizing the challenges that many By Parents
couples and individuals face in today’s world, particularly those who may be | ——————— —
involved in imperfect situations. 4EOOOAAU h 3 ‘O_FLT T DIOEI (O}
i i i . ) -AOU - A- AEI |
While he affirms Church doctrine on the sacrament of marriage, Pope Francis |g y Tony & Marg Pizzi
also urges non-judgmental sensitivity to the complex realities of modern family
life. He speaks to us with the heart of a pastor. And he points out that the |& OEAAUR od6dtt !'-DOEI Qo
Exhortation is especially timely in this Jubilee Year of Mercy because “it | - AOU ! 8 ' Al A
represents an invitation to Christian families to value the gift of marriageand [By Fami | vy
the family, and to persevere in a love strengthened by the virtues of generosity, | = 7 =~ = ~ ~  ~ ~ R
commitrr?ent fidelri)ty and patience.” i g s v 3SAOOOAAUN yqtt B0GEI ¢X
' &EAOE 301 AAU T £ %AOOAO
Above all, the Holy Father reminds us of the truth of God’s infinite love and | - AQOUATT A "EI |l EC
compassion for each and every one of us in our present situation with allits |[By Genny & Sam Cill a
circumstances. This will be our guiding principle as we study Amo r i s e d i a . N
and journey together in our search for the Lord. -zag LEgé Ulg C)TU %’ X L :' :CE O(VIOEAI o) C;PAUJO
Although it is a very long exhortation, you are encouraged to read and reflect | . AEI $xUAO
on the Apostolic Exhortation, which can be found here: By Wife, Eleanor
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/aspost exhortations ~ % A~ - NP
doc?lrfl/ents/nana-brar/lcesco egortaz/ione-ab 20/106021903moris-laetitia e/n pdf 3Ol AAUR bdtT I-DOED oW
: &EAOE 301 AAU 1T £ %AOOAO
HOSPITAL VISITATIONS: Due to Federal privacy regulations, the hospitals } EEO3E gg 9]- E%AA A ﬁ 8%? 6 ﬁIO;
will no longer notify the parish about a parishioner’s admission. The family must
contact the Parish so that our pastoral staff can visit with them. We apologize to |3 O1T AAUh wvvu gdxt ! IDOEI oy
any parishioner who may have been hospitalized recently and did not receive a |& E/EOE 301 AAU 1T £ %AOOAO
visit. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 2UATT A #AOA
By Ustonof ski Family
CELL PHONE ETIQUETTE AT MASS: In keeping with the sacredness of the
liturgy, please make every effort to turn off or silence your cell phone and any TABERNACLE CANDLE
other electronic devices during the Celebration of the Eucharist. Children should The Tabernacle Candle burns this week
also be reminded that Mass is a special time to listen and pray to God; it is not a | in memory of Pasquale Ferrari by wife,
time to be texting others. Your cooperation is deeply appreciated. Carol.



http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/aspost_exhortations/documents/papa-prancesco_esortazione-ap%2020160319_amoris-laetitia_en.pdf
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/aspost_exhortations/documents/papa-prancesco_esortazione-ap%2020160319_amoris-laetitia_en.pdf
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April 16-17,2016
Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Today, we celebrate the 4t Sunday of Easter, traditionally
called “Good Shepherd” Sunday. The Gospel is always taken
from the Good Shepherd account in the 10t chapter of the
Gospel of St. John. It is also traditionally known as “World
Day of Prayer for Vocations.” While we are all called to
imitate Christ in our words and deeds, some in the Church
are called to more closely imitate Jesus as the Good
Shepherd. Priests and Religious are not “hired help,” but
rather they give their whole lives to the Church. As Pope
Francis famously said, priests are supposed to “smell like the
sheep,” to be with the people, to closely identify with the
trials of life. Those who are called to be shepherds (Pastors)
must themselves learn to hear the voice of the Good
Shepherd.

During the past year, Bishop Bambera has spoken many
times on possibilities for Parish Leadership in the Diocese of
Scranton now and into the future. Much of this is the result
of a decline in priestly vocations to our Diocese. Therefore,
this is a special time to reflect upon and pray for an increase
of laborers in the Lord’s vineyard. Young men and women
are needed to consider if the Lord might be calling them to be
a priest, deacon or religious. Take time to identify someone
who might have the qualities needed to serve God and His
Church, encourage them to discern if the Lord is calling them
and most of all pray that many might respond YES to the
Lord’s call, talk positively in your home about the Church and
the priests and deacons who serve our parishes. You don’t
have to be perfect or sinless to be a priest or religious. If God
calls, His grace is sufficient. I also encourage you to pray for
two deacons who will be ordained to the priesthood in June
2016 for service in our Diocese and for all of our seminarians

PASTOROS

remember in your prayer all of our diocesan and religious
priests, that the Lord might continue to transform them into
a more perfect image of the Good Shepherd.

One of my seminary classmates has always reacted when the
story of the Good Shepherd was read. “I don’t like being
compared to sheep!” he said. “They’re dumb, and smelly,
too!”

[ grew up in Hazleton, so my experience with sheep is
limited. But I do know that shepherding was an important
part of the life for the people of Biblical times. It’s the
relationship between shepherd and sheep that makes Jesus’
comparison work. In today’s Gospel we hear about this
relationship: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and
they follow me.”

The shepherds of Jesus’ time herded their flocks through
wilderness, ready to defend them from attack by wild
animals. In a crowded sheepfold at night, shepherds of
several flocks herded together could identify their own sheep
- and vice versa! Jesus’ listeners would have understood the
economic interdependence of shepherd and sheep - a truly
good shepherd would value each and every individual in his
flock.

The relationship Jesus offers us is one characterized by the
dignity and worth He sees in each of us. He knows each of us
by name, with an intimacy he shares with us from the Father,
whom Jesus knows with the intimacy of a Divine Son. And
the bottom line: Jesus gives his life for us, his flock.

My classmate and I still chuckle about his reaction to being
“herded together” in this biblical image. But we both agree:
we want to be counted among the Lord’s flock!

God bless you,

Father Ric

PAC

w O uwhpe are in various stages of formation as well as to

PARISH REGISTRATION AND MEMBERSHIP
Just a reminder to all who attend St. John Bosco Parish: Canon Law requires anyone who wishes to be considered a member
of a particular parish to be officially registered in the parish. Lately we have had a number of requests for sponsor cards
and letters of recommendation for individuals who are not registered but may attend Mass at the parish. It is most
important that one be registered and actively participating in order to obtain sponsor cards for Baptism and Confirmation.

Attending Mass does not automatically mean that a person is a member of our parish family. If you know that you are not
registered, or are unsure as to your registration status, but attend Mass on a regular basis, please call the parish office to
inquire about registering so that when requesting sponsor cards one is not turned away because of a lack of registration.
Also, any child of the parish who has turned eighteen needs to register independently from his or her parents/guardians in
order to be considered a member of the parish. All families who register children for any Catholic school must be registered
members and actively participate in our faith community. Yearly, each school notifies the supporting parishes of those
families who stated they are members of a particular parish. We are obligated to notify the school if families are not full and
active participants which could result in a higher tuition rate if families are not participating in our faith community.

Any family desiring to have a child baptized, a marriage celebrated or children attending religious education classes, must
be registered and be active members of St. John Bosco Parish. Once again, thank you for your kind attention to these
matters. If you have any questions about these or any other of our parish policies, please do not hesitate to contact the
parish office. We no longer take registration online.




