The Sunday Good Pelvs

The Nativity of the Lord

The Church of Saint John Bosco December 25, 2016

i‘,@ :-7(/

*’\‘"\% ||/
FMIO' IIII"'- \ /
57 Sy
iy dey

it

\/

it 2T
e Lond

A PRAYER FOR
CHRISTMAS

O Lord, Jesus Christ,
make me worthy to understand
the profound mystery
of your holy incarnation,
which you have worked
for our sake and
for our salvation.

Truly there is nothing so great
and wonderful as this,
that you, my God,
should become a creature
so that we could
become like God.

You have humbled yourself
and made yourself small,
that we might be made mighty.

Blessed are you, O Lord,
who came to earth as
one of us.

Amen.

HIS WORD TODAY BY Rev. William J. Reilly

“The grace of God has appeared, offering salvation to all men. It trains
us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and live temperately,
justly and devoutly in this age as we await our blessed hope, the
appearing of the glory of the great God and of our Savior Christ Jesus...
to redeem us and to cleanse for himself a people of his own... eager to
do what is right.”

Why this passage from St. Paul’s letter to Titus as part of our worship on this
great Christmas day? It is easy for us to be so caught up in many distractions
that we overlook some basic points. Do I realize that there were centuries of
waiting for the Messiah and people grew weary and forgetful? Paul tells
them, the savior has appeared.

If the coming of the redeemer speaks to me today, my Christmas joy reminds
me that godless ways and worldly desires are not the focus. Gifts,
consumerism, travel and visits are ours because the gift, Jesus, who travelled
to earth and Bethlehem, placed salvation at our disposal. God did His part, we
now must do ours.

He has redeemed and purified us and claims us as His. My response is eager
acceptance of what He has come to offer me. As I look around, who needs to
know of my experience of this redeeming savior? The books, the songs, the
traditions can tell me of Him and this day. They encourage me to seek Him.
Prayer is where [ meet Him.

The virtues of temperance, justice and piety reflect our serious and joy filled
acceptance of Jesus Christ this Christmas of 2016. May you be blessed.
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THIS WEEK & IN THE WEEKS AHEAD...
Project Andrew Dinner with Bishop Bambera ..........ccccoeevveees
........................................... Wednesday, December 28, 2016
Epiphany Parish Prayer Exchange .........cccccceunnnnn. January 7/8

PARISH#!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Spiritual Reading, 7he Gift of Years, #4 ..........ccccvvvviiieniiiinnnns
.................................................................... January 10, 1:00 PM, Room 3
Resilient Heart ................. Tuesday, January 10, 6:30 PM, All-Purpose Room
Parish Pastoral Council........ccccccuuunnnnn. Thursday, January 12, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
............................................ Multi-Purpose Room, (Snow Date, January 19)
STIB BOOK Club...uuueiiiiicieriicie e, Sunday, January 15, 12:30 PM
Parish Finance Advisory Bd .......... Tues., Jan. 17, 6 -7 PM, Multi-Purpose Rm
Liturgy Committee............... Wed., Jan. 18, 6:30-8:30 PM, Multi-Purpose Rm
Spiritual Reading, 7he Five Givens, #3...... January 19, 1:00 PM and 6:30 PM
ARISE Season 4 Sign-Up Weekend .........ccccoevviiiiiiiiiiiiinnninnnnns January 21/22
January Confirmation Class.......ccccevvvieees Sunday, January 22, 6:00-7:30 PM

Confirmation Retreat ...
........................... Saturday, February 4, 9 AM to 5 PM (including 4:00 Mass)
Grey Dog Raffle Drawing ........ccccvvvviiiiiiiiiiiciieeeeeeeeeeeeee, February 5, 2017
First Communion Retreat .............. Saturday, March 11, 8 AM to 12:00 Noon
Parish Lenten Retreat........ccoiviiiinnniniiisss April 1-5, 2017
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COLLECTION TOTALS will be
published in next weekend’s 1 There will be no Faith Formation or CLOW on December 25 and

January 1. Faith Formation and CLOW will resume on January 8. We
extend a Merry Christmas to all of our students, families, and
volunteers.

January Family Calendars were sent home with students last weekend
and are also available on the table outside of the Faith Formation
Office.

bulletin. Because of the Christmas
holiday, this edition went to press
too early to include financial
information. Thank you for your Il
kind understanding.

SECOND COLLECTION 1 With the arrival of winter weather, please remember to check our
. Parish website, www.stjohnboscochurch.org, Facebook page, and
The second collection on December Twitter, @StjohnBosco1963, for any updates and announcements.

er

24-25 will be used to defray the cost of
our parish outreach to the needy A WORD OF GRATEFUL THANKS

during the holiday season and to | Those who minister at our Parish are very grateful for all of the parishioners and
replenish our St. Vincent DePaul fund. | friends of Saint John Bosco Church for their thoughtful and generous
It will also be used to help defray the | remembrances at Christmas. Your cards, baked goods and gifts were deeply
cost of a parish bus trip to Washington, | appreciated. Please be assured of our prayerful remembrance of all of you in our
DC, on Friday, January 27, for the | Masses and daily prayers.

Annual National March for Life. &AOGEADO 2EA 01111 61 6AOh &AOEAOD

Thank you for your generous support. $AAATT -AOOEAA *8 #AOAOAOI h *O8

Totaling $25,000 in prizes The list of winners for the Knights of
Grand Prize: $20,000 CASH or choice of either Columbus # EAT AA 1 &
2017 Cadillac XTS5, 2 year lease or 20,000 miles or OO A OA x Eddlpose@dofE¥he Willetin board
2017 Mazda 3 Sedan purchase under $20,000 by the coat rack.

2017 GREY DOG RAFFLE - SUPERBOWL SUNDAY 2/5/17 RAFFLE WINNERS
N

$EA
h A

A 1

2nd Prize: Vacation, either Vegas for 2 or Disney for 2 Adults and
2 Children, Air & Hotel or $2,000 CASH. Also 15 $200 CASH prizes MARCH FOR LIFE BUS TRIP

Tickets available after all Masses or at the Parish Office. Our Church will sponsor with two other area

churches a bus trip to participate in the ANNUAL

HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE MARCH FOR LIFE, Washington, DC, on Friday,

NEW YEAR'’S EVE MASS NEW YEAR'’S DAY MASSES January 27, 2017. Includes a light breakfast and

Saturday, December 31, 4 PM Sunday, Jan. 1, 7:30,9 & 11:30 AM full dinner. Bring your own lunch/snack. For

PARKING ETIQUETTE details, call the Parish Office and give your name

and contact information. The trip is open to the
PLEASE BE CONSIDERATE. Do NOT park in handicapped areas | & p S OP
. . i first 14 people who call, grade 8 through adult.
(unless you are handicapped), do not park in designated emergency areas, . .
: : Y . First call - first served!
and please do not park in neighbors’ driveways or on their property.

Adult Faith Development ~ Growing in Understanding and Wisdom
In Step with the MysticalBody -0 Bl essed Are You Who Bea

On Epiphany weekend, January 7/8, we will again be invited to join in a
Parish Prayer Exchange. In 2016, five hundred parishioners prayed for
another’s intention as a way to build and strengthen our community bonding.
This year Pope Francis again calls us as Church to a Year of “Creative Mercy
and Hope”. “Let our hearts be touched by the suffering of others and our
response give them hope.” Think of Hope-filled Mercy as God’s kindness,
tenderness living through us. As we stand on the threshold of 2017 our first
act of kindness might be to fellow parishioners, with a promise of daily prayer for their cares and
worries and vice versa. Your prayer slip will be collected as a second collection and you will receive
another’s prayer slip as you leave mass. “Simple acts of kindness can be a powerful global force for
potential change.”
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Deacon Maurice J. Cer|a8aR®AURIFGARAI AAO g6
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Sister Marilyn Karas|.sResS oMos "i6aiol 2
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RCIA CALENDAR ,L ADVERTISER EOEAAUN OdTTSAAATI AAD Xt
Sunday, December 25 SPOTLIGHT *1T OAPE 3AI AAOA o
" | ) :
MERRY CHRISTMAS! Thank you to U -’ |‘ |" - ;?\O E : '?\AE A ‘
Sunday, January 1, 2017 PROVIDENCE PLACE 3A000AAUh ydsAABI AAO xu
HAPPY NEW YEAR! ) ) 3TTAITTEOGU T &£ - AOUR OEA (
RCIA Sessions will resume Bulletin Advertiser *7T OAPE " 8 AT A
January 8 Please support all our advertisers. Tell U 0AOAT 60
them you saw their ad here! 301 AAUR odxt !*-AT OAOU v
311 AITEOU T £ - AOUh OEA (
) BAPTISMAL WELCOME . , EOETI ¢ O $AAAAQ/§\A 0AOE
Date: Sunday, January 8 We welcome through the waters of Baptism | £ 308 *T ET "1 0AT #EOO
Place & Time of Session: Office | BRYNN L. DEOM, the son of James E. and 301 AAUR odtt !*Al OAOU v
Conference Room, 10-11 AM Jillian Deom. Brynn was baptized by 371 AITEOU T &£ - AOUR OEA (
Presenter: Scott Deacon Roman on Sunday, December 18. 'TOTTE *TUAZE '1 OAl AUUE
Topic: Commandments Congratulations to the Parents and U &AITEI U
Six and Nine Godparents. 38T AAUR vudxt AT DAOU u
31T AITEOU 1T £ - Aouh OEA (
COMMUNI TY HAPPENI NG5S 4ETi AG - AOT AT

LIFE LINE SCREENING: At St. John Bosco Church, January 12, 2017. For more
information, call 1-888-653-6441, or visit the Life Line Screening website:
www lifelinescreening.com/advantagemembers.

U &08 2EA 0i111010A0
The Tabernacle Candle burns this J @\

week for George A. and Helen C.
Kattner, Sr., given by June Leitner. =
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Resilient Heart ~ Spiritual & Emotional Sethelp and Support
in Coping with: Mid- life/Long- life Transitions, Loss, and Grief

0ln the midst of winter | finally |l earned that v
@7% Joi n wus i1purpdsk BRdom fravhi6i3G té 8:00 PM to explore the topics:
{
: Tuesday, January 10 Resilience: Trusting your oOability

5%’ SNOW DATE: 1/17 Taking the Time you Need to Grieve

Tuesday, February 14  Transition Limbo ~ Understanding the Space
Between Endings and Beginnings

Tuesday, March 7 How Faith Helps When Bad Things Happen
Where is God in my suffering?

497 M& These themes offer a larger meaning to our often unspoken life questions. Why is this happening to
me? Why now? Please reserve your space by calling Sister Marilyn at (570) 98B ext. 5.

SHL[, w9l b D { CTV CHRISTMAS SEASON BROADCASTS
Sl_u}day Christmas liturgies celebrated at the Cathedral of Saint Peter will begin on
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Christmas Eve with a Solemn Pontifical Vigil Mass of Christmas at 4 PM. Bishop

Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25

Night: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6;

Jn1:1-18 or 1:1-5,9-14

Joseph C. Bambera will serve as principal celebrant and homilist. The Eucharistic
celebration will be broadcast live on CTB: Catholic Television of the Diocese of
Scranton. In addition, CTV will air the following special programs during the
Christmas season:

Solemn Mass of Christmas in Rome: December 24, 5:30 PM

Monday Midnight Mass from the Holy Land: December 25 at 1:00 AM; encore
Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 December 25, 7:00 PM

Tuesday Live Choral Meditations on the Nativity: from Basilica of the National Shrine
1Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 of the Immaculate Conception, Washington, DC. December 24 at 10:00 PM; encore
Wednesday December 31, 11:30 PM

1Jn 1:5-2:2; Mt 2:13-18 Live Solemn Mass of Christmas Eve: from Basilica of the National Shrine of
Thursday the Immaculate Conception, Washington, DC. December 24 at 10:30 PM; encore
1Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 December 25, Midnight.

Friday Live Solemn Mass of Christmas in Rome: December 25, 4:00 AM

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or “Urbi et Orbi”, Pope Francis’ Christmas Message to the World: December 25,
3:12-17; 6 AM; encores December 25, 3 PM; December 26, 5 PM; December 31, 12:30 and
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 5:30 PM

Saturday Live Solemn Mass of Christmas from EWTN: December 25 at 8 AM, encore
w 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 / December 26, Midnight.




