
The Sunday Good News 
The Nativity of the Lord               The Church of Saint John Bosco             December 25, 2016 

 

THIS WEEK & IN THE WEEKS AHEAD… 
 

  Project Andrew Dinner with Bishop Bambera .........................  

   ........................................... Wednesday, December 28, 2016 

  Epiphany Parish Prayer Exchange ........................ January 7/8 

  Spiritual Reading, The Gift of Years, #4 ................................  

  .................................................................... January 10, 1:00 PM, Room 3 

  Resilient Heart ................. Tuesday, January 10, 6:30 PM, All-Purpose Room 

  Parish Pastoral Council ....................... Thursday, January 12, 6:30 - 8:30 PM 

  ............................................ Multi-Purpose Room, (Snow Date, January 19) 

  STJB Book Club ............................................ Sunday, January 15, 12:30 PM 

  Parish Finance Advisory Bd .......... Tues., Jan. 17, 6 -7 PM, Multi-Purpose Rm 

  Liturgy Committee ............... Wed., Jan. 18, 6:30-8:30 PM, Multi-Purpose Rm 

  Spiritual Reading, The Five Givens, #3 ...... January 19, 1:00 PM and 6:30 PM 

  ARISE Season 4 Sign-Up Weekend ....................................... January 21/22 

  January Confirmation Class ..................... Sunday, January 22, 6:00-7:30 PM 

  Confirmation Retreat ................................................................................  

  ........................... Saturday, February 4, 9 AM to 5 PM (including 4:00 Mass) 

  Grey Dog Raffle Drawing ................................................. February 5, 2017 

  First Communion Retreat .............. Saturday, March 11, 8 AM to 12:00 Noon 

  Parish Lenten Retreat .......................................................... April 1-5, 2017 

HIS WORD TODAY BY Rev. William J. Reilly 

“The grace of God has appeared, offering salvation to all men. It trains 
us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and live temperately,  
justly and devoutly in this age as we await our blessed hope, the  
appearing of the glory of the great God and of our Savior Christ Jesus… 
to redeem us and to cleanse for himself a people of his own… eager to 
do what is right.” 
 

Why this passage from St. Paul’s letter to Titus as part of our worship on this 
great Christmas day?  It is easy for us to be so caught up in many distractions 
that we overlook some basic points.  Do I realize that there were centuries of 
waiting for the Messiah and people grew weary and forgetful?  Paul tells 
them, the savior has appeared. 
 

If the coming of the redeemer speaks to me today, my Christmas joy reminds 
me that godless ways and worldly desires are not the focus. Gifts,  
consumerism, travel and visits are ours because the gift, Jesus, who travelled 
to earth and Bethlehem, placed salvation at our disposal. God did His part, we 
now must do ours. 
 

He has redeemed and purified us and claims us as His. My response is eager 
acceptance of what He has come to offer me. As I look around, who needs to 
know of my experience of this redeeming savior?  The books, the songs, the 
traditions can tell me of Him and this day. They encourage me to seek Him.  
Prayer is where I meet Him.  
 

The virtues of temperance, justice and piety reflect our serious and joy filled 
acceptance of Jesus Christ this Christmas of 2016. May you be blessed. 

 

A PRAYER FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

 

O Lord, Jesus Christ, 
make me worthy to understand 

the profound mystery 
of your holy incarnation, 
which you have worked 

for our sake and 
for our salvation. 

 

Truly there is nothing so great 
and wonderful as this, 

that you, my God, 
should become a creature 

so that we could 
become like God. 

 

You have humbled yourself 
and made yourself small, 

that we might be made mighty. 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord, 
who came to earth as  

one of us. 
 

Amen. 
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Faith Formation Corner 
¶ There will be no Faith Formation or CLOW on December 25 and  

January 1.  Faith Formation and CLOW will resume on January 8.  We 
extend a Merry Christmas to all of our students, families, and  
volunteers. 

 

¶ January Family Calendars were sent home with students last weekend 
and are also available on the table outside of the Faith Formation  
Office. 

 

¶ With the arrival of winter weather, please remember to check our  
Parish website, www.stjohnboscochurch.org, Facebook page, and  
Twitter, @StJohnBosco1963, for any updates and announcements. 

Adult Faith Development ~ Growing in Understanding and Wisdom 

In Step with the Mystical Body - òBlessed Are You Who Bear the Lightó 

On Epiphany weekend, January 7/8, we will again be invited to join in a  

Parish Prayer Exchange.  In 2016, five hundred parishioners prayed for  

another’s intention as a way to build and strengthen our community bonding.  

This year Pope Francis again calls us as Church to a Year of “Creative Mercy 

and Hope”.  “Let our hearts be touched by the suffering of others and our 

response give them hope.”  Think of Hope-filled Mercy as God’s kindness, 

tenderness living through us.   As we stand on the threshold of 2017 our first 

act of kindness might be to fellow parishioners, with a promise of daily prayer for their cares and 

worries and vice versa.  Your prayer slip will be collected as a second collection and you will receive 

another’s prayer slip as you leave mass. “Simple acts of kindness can be a powerful global force for 

potential change.” 

SUNDAY STEWARDS  
 

COLLECTION TOTALS will be  
published in next weekend’s  
bulletin.  Because of the Christmas 
holiday, this edition went to press 
too early to include financial  
information.  Thank you for your 
kind understanding. 

2017 GREY DOG RAFFLE – SUPERBOWL SUNDAY 2/5/17 
Totaling $25,000 in prizes 

Grand Prize:  $20,000 CASH or choice of either 
2017 Cadillac XT5, 2 year lease or 20,000 miles or  

2017 Mazda 3 Sedan purchase under $20,000 
2nd Prize:  Vacation, either Vegas for 2 or Disney for 2 Adults and  

2 Children, Air & Hotel or $2,000 CASH.  Also 15 $200 CASH prizes 
Tickets available after all Masses or at the Parish Office. 

SECOND COLLECTION 
 

The second collection on December  
24-25 will be used to defray the cost of 
our parish outreach to the needy  
during the holiday season and to  
replenish our St. Vincent DePaul fund.  
It will also be used to help defray the 
cost of a parish bus trip to Washington, 
DC, on Friday, January 27, for the  
Annual National March for Life.   
 

Thank you for your generous support. 

HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS       NEW YEAR’S DAY MASSES 
Saturday, December 31, 4 PM Sunday, Jan. 1, 7:30, 9 & 11:30 AM 

RAFFLE WINNERS 
The list of winners for the Knights of 
Columbus #ÈÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ Á ,ÉÆÅÔÉÍÅ 

ÓÔÁÔÅ×ÉÄÅ ÒÁÆУÌÅ are posted on the bulletin board 
by the coat rack. 

A WORD OF GRATEFUL THANKS 
Those who minister at our Parish are very grateful for all of the parishioners and 
friends of Saint John Bosco Church for their thoughtful and generous  
remembrances at Christmas.  Your cards, baked goods and gifts were deeply  
appreciated.  Please be assured of our prayerful remembrance of all of you in our 
Masses and daily prayers. 
 &ÁÔÈÅÒ 2ÉÃ 0ÏÌÍÏÕÎÔÅÒȟ &ÁÔÈÅÒ $ÉÃË (ÏÃËÍÁÎȟ &ÁÔÈÅÒ 3ÔÅÖÅÎ "ÒÏÓËȟ  
 $ÅÁÃÏÎ -ÁÕÒÉÃÅ *Ȣ #ÅÒÁÓÁÒÏȟ *ÒȢȟ ÁÎÄ 3ÉÓÔÅÒ -ÁÒÉÌÙÎ +ÁÒÁÓ 

PARKING ETIQUETTE 
PLEASE BE CONSIDERATE.   Do NOT park in handicapped areas 
(unless you are handicapped), do not park in designated emergency areas, 
and please do not park in neighbors’ driveways or on their property. 

MARCH FOR LIFE BUS TRIP 
Our Church will sponsor with two other area 
churches a bus trip to participate in the ANNUAL 
MARCH FOR LIFE, Washington, DC, on Friday, 
January 27, 2017.  Includes a light breakfast and 
full dinner.  Bring your own lunch/snack.  For 
details, call the Parish Office and give your name 
and contact information.  The trip is open to the 
first 14 people who call, grade 8 through adult. 
First call - first served!   
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3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ ψȡττ 0-  $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ φψ 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ %ÖÅ 
    +ÅÖÉÎ 6ÁÎ"ÌÁÒÇÁÎ 
"Ù &ÁÍÉÌÙ 
 

3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ ϊȡττ 0-  $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ φψ 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ %ÖÅ 
    ,ÅÎÁ :ÁÎÏÌÉÎÉ 
"Ù $ÏÎÎÁ Ǫ *ÉÍ #ÁÓÓÁÒÅÌÌÁ 
 

3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ υτȡττ 0-  $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ φψ 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ %ÖÅ  
    -ÁÒÉÁÎ 0ÁÐÉÎÓÉÃË  - &ÒȢ 3ÔÅÖÅ 
"Ù -ÒȢ Ǫ -ÒÓȢ *ÁÍÅÓ 0ÉÎÔÁÒ 
    ,ÉÖÉÎÇ Ǫ $ÅÃÅÁÓÅÄ 0ÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒÓ  
    ÏÆ 3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎ "ÏÓÃÏ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ - &ÒȢ 2ÉÃ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ ύȡττ !-    $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ φω 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ $ÁÙ 
     *ÏÈÎ Ǫ #ÈÒÉÓÔÏÐÈÅÒ 3ÍÕÌÌÉÇÁÎ 
"Ù .ÁÎÃÙ +Ï×ÁÌÓËÉ &ÁÍÉÌÙ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ υυȡχτ !- $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ φω 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ $ÁÙ 
    -ÁÒÙ *ÁÎÅ (ÏÃËÍÁÎ 
"Ù 0ÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒÓ ÏÆ 3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎ "ÏÓÃÏ 
  
-ÏÎÄÁÙȟ όȡττ !-      $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ φϊ 
    $ÅÎÎÉÓ +ÏÒÍÏÎÉÃË 
"Ù 'ÁÒÙ :ÁÎÏÌÉÎÉ  

 

4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȟ όȡττ !-  $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ φϋ 
    *ÁÍÅÓ #ÏÃÈÒÁÎ 
"Ù 7ÉÆÅȟ *ÁÎÅ 
 

7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ όȡττ !-    $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ φό 
     ,ÕÃÉÁ Ǫ 0ÁÓÑÕÁÌÉÎÁ ,ÁÍÂÅÒÔÉ 
"Ù -ÒȢ Ǫ -ÒÓȢ ,ÏÒÅÎÚÏ 2ÕÇÇÉÅÒÏ   
4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ όȡττ !- $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ φύ 
     *ÁÍÅÓ 3ÔÁÇÇ  
"Ù -ÁÒÙ %ÌÌÅÎ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÅÎ /Ó×ÁÌÄ 
 

&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ όȡττ !- $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ χτ 
    *ÏÓÅÐÈ 3ÁÌÁÔÁ 
"Ù !ÎÎ -ÁÒÉÅ :ÁÃË 

 

3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ ψȡττ 0- $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ χυ 
3ÏÌÅÍÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ -ÁÒÙȟ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ -ÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ  
     *ÏÓÅÐÈ "Ȣ 'ÁÎÃ 
"Ù 0ÁÒÅÎÔÓ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ ϋȡχτ !- *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ υ 
3ÏÌÅÍÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ -ÁÒÙȟ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ -ÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ 
    ,ÉÖÉÎÇ Ǫ $ÅÃÅÁÓÅÄ 0ÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒÓ 
    /Æ 3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎ "ÏÓÃÏ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ ύȡττ !-         *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ υ 
3ÏÌÅÍÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ -ÁÒÙȟ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ -ÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ 
    !ÎÔÏÎÉ *ÏÚÅÆ 'ÏÒÁÌÃÚÙË  
 "Ù &ÁÍÉÌÙ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ υυȡχτ !-           *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ υ 
3ÏÌÅÍÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ -ÁÒÙȟ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ -ÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ 
    4ÈÏÍÁÓ -ÁÒÎÅÌÌ 
"Ù &ÒȢ 2ÉÃ 0ÏÌÍÏÕÎÔÅÒ 
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WE REMEMBER 

COMMUNITY  HAPPENINGS . . . 

ADVERTISER  

SPOTLIGHT  
Thank you to 

PROVIDENCE PLACE 
 Bulletin Advertiser  

Please support all our advertisers.  Tell 
them you saw their ad here! 

RCIA CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, December 25 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

RCIA Sessions will resume  
January 8 

 
 
 

 

Date:  Sunday, January 8 
Place & Time of Session:  Office 
Conference Room, 10-11 AM 
Presenter:  Scott 
Topic:  Commandments 
  Six and Nine 

 

LIFE LINE SCREENING:  At St. John Bosco Church, January 12, 2017.  For more 
information, call 1-888-653-6441, or visit the Life Line Screening website:  
www.lifelinescreening.com/advantagemembers.  

The Tabernacle Candle burns this 
week for George A. and Helen C.  
Kattner, Sr., given by June Leitner. 

 
 

 

 

HE WHO IS DIVINE 

COMES TO THE MANGER 

JUST AS HE IS. 
 

WE WHO ARE MORTAL 

COME TO THE MANGER 

SO WE MAY BECOME 

JUST AS HE IS! 
 

WISHING YOU ALL 

A VERY BLESSED CHRISTMAS 

AND A GRACE-FILLED NEW YEAR! 
 

Father Ric Polmounter 
Deacon Maurice J. Cerasaro, Jr. 
Sister Marilyn Karas, R.S.M. 

Ms. Carla Bednar 

BAPTISMAL WELCOME 
We welcome through the waters of Baptism 
BRYNN L. DEOM, the son of James E. and 
Jillian Deom.  Brynn was baptized by  
Deacon Roman on Sunday, December 18.  
Congratulations to the Parents and  
Godparents. 
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Sunday 
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;  
Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
Day: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; 
Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
 

Monday 
Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 
 

Tuesday 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
  

Wednesday 
1 Jn 1:5-2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
 

Thursday 
1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
 

Friday 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or  
3:12-17; 
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
 

Saturday 
   1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 

5!L[¸ w9!5LbD{ 

Join us in SJBõs Multi-purpose Room from 6:30 to 8:00 PM to explore the topics: 
 

Tuesday, January 10 Resilience:  Trusting your òability to bounce backó 
  SNOW DATE:  1/17 Taking the Time you Need to Grieve 
 

 Tuesday, February 14 Transition Limbo ~ Understanding the Space 
  Between Endings and Beginnings 
 

 Tuesday, March 7 How Faith Helps When Bad Things Happen 
  Where is God in my suffering? 
 

 These themes offer a larger meaning to our often unspoken life questions.  Why is this happening to 
me?  Why now?  Please reserve your space by calling Sister Marilyn at (570) 788- 1997 ext. 5. 

Resilient Heart ~ Spiritual & Emotional Self- help and Support 
 in Coping with:  Mid- life/Long- life Transitions, Loss, and Grief 

òIn the midst of winter I finally learned that within me was an invincible summer.ó 

 

Saint John Bosco Parish Family Fully Alive 
ñMercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and instills 
In us the courage to look to the future with hope.ò  ~ Pope Francis 

I!b5{ ƻŦ Iht9 
twh±L59 I9[tΣ /w9!¢9 Iht9 Lb ¢IL{ b9² ¸9!w - нлмт 
DƛǾŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ŀǘ 

5ƛǾƛƴŜ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ /{{ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘΣ ум [ŀǳǊŜƭ {ǘΦΣ IŀȊƭŜǘƻƴ 
 

hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ .ƻǎŎƻ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ  
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ  bΦ.Φ  DǳŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ άƴƛƎƘǘ ƻƴƭȅΣ т ta ǘƻ у !a 
ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊέ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƪƴŀǇǎŀŎƪ ǎƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿŜƛƎƘƛƴƎ м ǘƻ н ƻǳƴŎŜǎ 

ŀǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŀōƭŜΦ  bŜŜŘŜŘ ƛǘŜƳǎΥ  ǘƻƻǘƘōǊǳǎƘŜǎΣ ǘƻƻǘƘǇŀǎǘŜΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǎƛȊŜ ǎƻŀǇΣ ǎƘŀƳǇƻƻΣ ƘŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀƳΣ ƳŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ 
ŎƻǳƎƘ ŘǊƻǇǎΣ /ƘŀǇǎǝŎƪΣ ƎǳƳΣ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƅŀǎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΣ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴ-/Σ мΣллл ƳƎ ±ƛǘŀƳƛƴ / ǇŀŎƪŜǘǎΣ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 
ōŀǊǎκǇǊƻǘŜƛƴ ōŀǊǎ ƻǊ ŎŜǊŜŀƭ ōŀǊǎΣ ƳŜƴΩǎκǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǿŀǊƳ ƎƭƻǾŜǎΣ ǎŎŀǊǾŜǎΣ ƘŀǘǎΣ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƪǎ όǿƻƳŜƴ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜŀǊ 
ƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƪǎύΦ   vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚΚΚ  /ŀƭƭ {ƛǎǘŜǊ aŀǊƛƭȅƴΣ όртлύ туу-мффтΣ 9ȄǘΦ рΦ 
 

{W. ŘǊƻǇ ƻũΥ  [ŀǊƎŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪ ǊŀŎƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ŏƻŀǘ ǊŀŎƪΦ 

CTV CHRISTMAS SEASON BROADCASTS 
Christmas liturgies celebrated at the Cathedral of Saint Peter will begin on  
Christmas Eve with a Solemn Pontifical Vigil Mass of Christmas at 4 PM.  Bishop 
Joseph C. Bambera will serve as principal celebrant and homilist.  The Eucharistic 
celebration will be broadcast live on CTB:  Catholic Television of the Diocese of 
Scranton.  In addition, CTV will air the following special programs during the 
Christmas season: 
Solemn Mass of Christmas in Rome:  December 24, 5:30 PM 
Midnight Mass from the Holy Land:  December 25 at 1:00 AM; encore  
December 25, 7:00 PM 
Live Choral Meditations on the Nativity:  from Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception, Washington, DC.  December 24 at 10:00 PM; encore 
December 31, 11:30 PM 
Live Solemn Mass of Christmas Eve:  from Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception, Washington, DC.  December 24 at 10:30 PM; encore 
December 25, Midnight. 
Live Solemn Mass of Christmas in Rome:  December 25, 4:00 AM 
“Urbi et Orbi”, Pope Francis’ Christmas Message to the World:  December 25, 
6 AM; encores December 25, 3 PM; December 26, 5 PM; December 31, 12:30 and 
5:30 PM 
Live Solemn Mass of Christmas from EWTN:  December 25 at 8 AM, encore 
December 26, Midnight. 


