
 

 

 

 

 The liturgy of Holy Thursday inaugurates the Triduum and has par-

ticular emphasis on gospel and foot washing, Eucharist as Last Supper, 

reposition of the Blessed Sacrament, and vigil prayer leading to the 

whole of Good Friday.  This day is also called Maundy Thursday be-

cause Jesus gives a command (mandatum) to His followers to be an 

example of service to others.  Jesus does this by washing the feet of 

His apostles.   

 The Tabernacle, empty of consecrated hosts, portrays the solemn 

spirit of this evening.  The holy water fonts are emptied and will be 

filled with the Easter water after the Vigil.  This solemn atmosphere 

introduces our joyful celebration  with festive music, our receiving of 

the Holy Oils and the singing of the Gloria.  

Holy Thursday has always been dependent 

upon the Gospel of St. John.  St. Johnõs Gospel 

presentation of the final days of Jesus is com-

pletely different from that of the synoptic Gos-

pels (Matthew, Mark and Luke).   

 On Holy Thursday there is never a 

question of selecting one of the synoptic gospels 

passages that give the institution of the Eucha-

rist.  Johnõs gospel passage describing the foot 

washing is the core Scripture selection, linked as 

it is to the passion reading from St. John on 

Good Friday.  The strength of Johnõs descrip-

tion of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples 

and commenting on his own actions provides us 

with the intimate connection to the Triduum 

and to both a literal and a figurative actionñthe foot washingñ

depicting the paschal mystery.  In the gospel of the Mass of the Lordõs 

Supper Jesusõ actions are depicted by John in great 

detail.   The choice of Johnõs account of the Last 

Supper dates possibly from as early as the fourth 

century.  John challenges the disciples and each one 

of us gathered on Holy Thursday evening to partake 

of the foot washing as a sign of sharing in the heri-

tage of Jesus.  John also presents an account of Je-

susõ interpretation of his actions: Do you know what 

I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lordñand you are 

right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one anotherõs feet.  For I 

have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 

you.  (John 13:13-15).    

 The Mass of the Lordõs Supper ends in somber stillness as the Eucha-

rist is carried to itsõ place of repose.  The entire assembly is invited to 

remain with the Lord  in silent prayer and anticipation to wait with 

the Lord and to remember His solitude in the Garden of Gethsemane 

and His impending agony and death on the cross.  The church will 

remain open until 10:00PM for your private prayer.      

What is the TRIDUUM?                                                    

  Holy Thursday!  Good Friday!    Holy Satur-

day!   These days are holy  and good  because 

they celebrate Christianity's most sacred and an-

cient events; the Passion, Death and Resurrection 

of Jesus Christ. At no other time in the Churchõs 

liturgical year are such solemn feasts commemo-

rated in so short a span of time.  These days are 

truly the Christianõs high holy days. The solemn 

paschal Triduum, a Latin word meaning three 

days, begins with the Mass of the Lordõs Supper 

on Holy Thursday and ends with Vespers, 

Evening Prayer of the Church on Easter Sun-

day.  These days are the heart of the liturgi-

cal year and celebrate the heart of our faith, 

the paschal mystery of Jesus Christ.  The 

life, passion, death and resurrection of 

Christ are not only realized, not only re-

membered, but are actualized by us, the 

worshipping community in the rites of Holy 

Week, especially through the liturgies of 

Palm Sunday of the Lordõs Passion, Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil and 

Easter Sunday.  

 As these liturgies are celebrated, the activ-

ity of the community captures the essence 

of the paschal mystery and continues its 

unfolding.  Rather than simply repeating words 

and actions of Christ, the liturgical words and 

actions become the worshipping communityõs 

living memory.  The church remembers.  When 

the Church remembers, we re-appropriate our 

identity.  The deeper our community enters into 

the actions of Jesus Christ, the stronger the iden-

tifying with the full meaning of who Jesus Christ 

is and can be, then remembering becomes actu-

alization.   The depth of the paschal mys-

tery, realized within any community, can then be 

inherent in each individual and in the collective 

memory of the gathered Church.  The depth of 

this significance is understood more completely 

as a journey with Christ into abandonment and 

solitude, into death; and a journey of solidarity 

and mission into risen life.     

 It is through close identification with Christ, 

who shares fleshly existence with humanity, that 

Christians permit the paschal mystery in its full-

ness to be experienced within the Church 

through the liturgies of these Holy and Sacred 

Days.   
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The cross is at the heart of the Christian life.  It 
stands at the center of Christian spirituality.  
Those who celebrate the Good Friday liturgy 
commemorate the glorious Passover of Jesus 
Christ.  They ritualize the death and the resur-
rection of the Lord.  Good Friday is the privi-
leged moment when Christians gaze upon the 

wood, remember their crucified Lord, ponder the mystery of the cross in 
their lives, and experience saving grace.  Good Friday is a day of profound 
sorrow because it is the day when Jesus suffered a brutal death.   
 But Good Friday is also a day of quiet joy.  From the earliest days of the 
Church, Good Friday has been the most solemn day of the entire Church year.  
It ritually relives the passion and death of Jesus.  Over the years it has been 
commemorated in various ways.  In Jerusalem, for example, this has been the 
day to trace the footsteps of Christ along the Via Dolorosa.  In Rome, the Pope 
goes to the Coliseum and prays the Stations of the Cross, the Passion and 
Death of Jesus is relived in pageantry, liturgy and prayer.  The tenor of the 
day is somber and quiet.  The Vatican II renewal of the liturgy calls this the 
#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 0ÁÓÓÉÏÎȢ   
 The Liturgy of the Word includes the Suffering Servant passages from 
Isaiah and the Passion account from the Gospel of John is always read on 
Good Friday.  The key to the entire Gospel is the incarnation.  The Word be-
came flesh and made his dwelling among us (John 1:14).  *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ 
the means by which humanity encounters the loving presence of God in the 
world.  Believers see the glory, the glory of an only Son coming from the Fa-
ther, filled with enduring love (John 1:14). The death of Jesus reveals divine 
glory for God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him may not die but may have eternal life (John 3:16).   

 &ÏÒ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ÇÏÓÐÅÌȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓ 
is the ultimate completion of 
the mission of Jesus, as it is 
the ultimate act of his hu-
manity.  By it, the true iden-
tity of Jesus and the nature 
of his ministry are revealed 
and his work finally accom-
plished. The cross of Jesus is 
the ultimate revelation of 
God in Christ. 

    The General Intercessions include 
every human need. These prayers chal-
lenge each one of us to reconsider our 
intercessory prayers.  We, the faithful, 
are first penetrated by the word that 
the Lord himself addresses to us, then, 
as men and women transformed by that 
word, are called to transform the world.   
 The Cross of Jesus Christ is solemnly 
venerated.  The cross is the royal throne 
upon which his grace reigns victorious.  
It is the mercy seat where divine pres-
ence reigns.  A communion Rite con-
cludes the service of Good Friday and 
we depart in silence.   

SUNDAY STEWARDS  
 

1271 families receive envelopes  
 

March 17th  
300 people attended the 4:00 PM Liturgy  
 

149 families used their envelopes  
and offered $2,912.00 

 

March 18th  
203 people attended the 7:30 AM Liturgy  
 

92 families used their envelopes  
and offered $1,288.00 

 

357 people attended the 9:00 AM Liturgy  
 

127 families used their envelopes  
and offered $1,900.00 

 

289 people attended the 11:30 AM Liturgy  
111 families used their envelopes  

and offered $1,832.00 

(ÏÌÙ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÆÏÒ 3ÔȢ 
Vincent DePaul Fund. There will be a  

collection for the Holy Land on Good Friday.  

.March 17/18õs Tithe from  

387 families was $7,932.00 
Our loose offering was $685.40  

 

Weekly Operating Budget  $12,019.08  

FASTING & PRAYER  
Please remember that 
Catholics aged 14 & older 
refrain from meat on 
Good Friday and those 
from age 18-59 fast, lim-

iting themselves to one full meal and two 
smaller meals each day.  Also, there is a spe-
cial emphasis on prayer and contemplation 
on the Passion and Death of our Lord.  

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Sunday 

Lk 19:28-40; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Lk 

22:14ˈ23:56 or 23:1-49 

 

Monday 

Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11 

 

Tuesday 

Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 

 

Wednesday 

Is 50:4-9a; Mt 26:14-25 

 

Holy Thursday 

Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9; Rv 

1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21 

Evening Mass of the Lordõs Supper: Ex 

12:1-8, 11-14;  

1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15 

 

Good Friday 

Is 52:13ˈ53:12; Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 

18:1ˈ19:42 

 

Holy Saturday 

Easter Vigil: Gn 1:1ˈ2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a; 

Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a,  

10-13, 15-18; Ex 14:15ˈ15:1; Is 54:5-

14; Is 55:1-11; Bar 3:9-15, 32ˈ4:4;  

Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Rom 6:3-11; Lk 

24:1-12 

DAILY READINGS  

ANTICIPATING THE TRIDUUM  
Reserve  these dates  and times  

 

Holy Thursday  
  χȡππ 0- ͯ -ÁÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 3ÕÐÐÅÒȾ 
 Adoration  

10:00 PM ~ Evening Prayer  

Good Friday  
9:00 AM ~ Morning Prayer  
ρȡππ 0- ͯ #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 0ÁÓÓÉÏÎ 

Holy Saturday  
9:00 AM ~ Morning Prayer  
1:00 PM ! Blessing of Easter Food 

8:00 PM ~ The Solemn Vigil of Easter 

Easter Sunday, 
 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:30 AM 




