
HIS WORD TODAY BY Rev. William J. Reilly 

The Sunday Good News 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time              The Church of Saint John Bosco                 January 22, 2017 

 

THIS WEEK & IN THE WEEKS AHEAD… 
 

  ARISE Season 4 Sign-Up Weekend .............. January 21/22 

  January Confirmation Class ..............................................  

  ................................... Sunday, January 22, 6:00-7:30 PM 

  Parish Social Committee - Initial Meeting...........................  

  ................ Monday, January 23, 6 PM, Multi-purpose Room 

  Bell Choir - Initial Meeting ................................................  
   .......................................... Wednesday, January 25, 6:30 PM, Music Room 

  RENEW/ARISE Facilitator Training ..............................................................  

   ......................................Thursday, January 26, 6:30 PM, All-purpose Room 

  Annual March for Life, Washington, DC ........................... Friday, January 27 

  Catholic Schools Week ................................. January 29 through February 4 

  Confirmation Retreat ... Sat., Feb. 4, 9 AM - 4 PM (Mass at 4 PM with families) 

  Grey Dog Raffle Drawing ........................................................... February 5   

  SJB ARISE Facilitator Training .......... February 8, 6:30 PM, All-purpose Room 

  Resilient Heart ................ Tuesday, February 14, 6:30 PM, All-purpose Room 

  Salvation Army Monthly Dinner, Host: SJB ....Wed., February 15, 10:30-Noon 

  Fritzingertown Sr. Community ..... Feb. 16, Confessions 9:30 AM; Mass 10 AM 

  I.S.L.I. Retreat .............................. Friday, Feb. 24 through Sunday, Feb. 26 

  First Communion Retreat ............... Saturday, March 11, 8 AM to 12:00 Noon 

  Parish Pastoral Council ..... Thurs., March 23, 6:30-8 PM, Multi-purpose Room 

  Parish Lenten Retreat................................................................... April 1-5 

  Parish Appreciation Party ............... Sun., April 23, 2 PM, Valley Country Club 

  Mandatory Confirmation practice for candidates and sponsors ......................  

   ........................................... April 30, 2:00 PM, St. Joseph Church, Hazleton 

  Confirmation ........................................................ Monday, May 1, 5:00 PM 

  First Communion .............................................................. Saturday, May 6 

  Diocesan Men’s Conference ............................................... Saturday, May 6 

  Spring Fling .................................................................... Saturday, May 20 

“I beg you brothers in the name of Lord Jesus Christ, to agree on what 
you say. Let there be no factions; rather be united in mind and  
judgment… Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel – 
not with wordy ‘wisdom’  however, lest the cross of Christ be rendered 
void of its meaning.  
 

From the early days of the church questions and disputes arose, as the  
communities were formed and began to grow. Two thousand years later, 
people continue to line up, choose a banner or are pasted with a label. The 
words of St. Paul should cause us to pause and think. 
 

I hear many sermons, read many tracts, watch a variety of religious  
programs. All seem to have different perspectives. If they are credible, they 
should lead us to the cross of Jesus Christ. If they fail to do this, they are of 
little worth. 
 

Did we not hear the scripture words Ȱthere is one Lord, one faith, one  
baptism, one God who is Father?ȱ  May we learn to listen with a special ear, 
discern with a keen eye and discover the wisdom of Jesus Christ and the 
cross. Next time, donȭt listen for just what you want to hear, but what you 
need to hear. 

A PRAYER FOR LIFE 
 

O Mary, bright dawn  
of the new world, 

Mother of the living, 
to you do we entrust 

the cause of life. 
 

Look down, O Mother, 
Upon the vast number of babies 

not allowed to be born, 
of the poor whose lives 

are made difficult, 
of men and women who are 
victims of brutal violence, 
of the elderly and the sick 

killed by indifference 
or out of misguided mercy. 

 

Grant that all who  
believe in your Son  

may proclaim the Gospel 
of life with honesty and love 
to the people of our time. 

 

Obtain for them the grace 
to accept the Gospel as 

a gift ever new, 
the joy of celebrating it  

with gratitude  
throughout their lives,  

and the courage 
to bear witness to it resolutely, 

in order to build, 
together with all people  

of good will, 
the civilization of truth and love, 
to the praise and glory of God, 
the Creator and lover of life. 

 

~ St. John Paul II, Evangelium vitaie 



PAGE 2          The Sunday Good News   \ \ 

 

2016 Tax Statement Request 
 

 

NAME:_____________________________________ 
 

ENVELOPE #:   ___________________________ 
 

ADDRESS:   _______________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

PHONE: ___________________________________ 
 

EMAIL:  ___________________________________ 
 

Clip and bring to the  
parish office or email to 
stjb@ptd.net and weȭll send 
your statement! 

  

Faith Formation Corner 

¶ Confirmation Class will meet on January 22 from 6-7:30 PM in the Gym.  
All students must attend and should bring Decision Point books and red 
folders to class.  Saint projects are due at this time.  Information about 
the Saint project was included in the November and December CNotes 
newsletters distributed at Confirmation Class.  If you have any  
questions about this project, please contact the Faith Formation Office. 

 

¶ Father Ric, Father Hockman and Father Steve will continue to hear  
confessions of our 3rd-7th level students during Faith Formation.  
Please help your child prepare by practicing an Act of Contrition and 
examination of conscience at home.  Preparation materials are  
available in the Faith Formation Office. 

 

¶ Thank you to all who attended our Families in Faith meeting on January 
15.  Some great activities are in the works, so please continue to watch 
the bulletin, bulletin boards in the Faith Formation hallway, and the 
website for more information. 

 

¶ 8th Level students will attend a day of retreat here at St. John Bosco on 
Saturday, February 4, beginning at 9:00 AM and concluding after the 
4:00 PM Mass.  Adult volunteers are needed to help with various  
activities throughout the day, including assisting with small group  
sessions, serving/cleaning up lunch, and taking groups of students to 
the church for confession.  Please contact the Faith Formation office if 
you are interested in assisting in any way.  Our retreat day is always a 
fun and faith filled day. 

 

2017 Year of Creative Mercy and Hope  

òBlessed Are You Who Bear the Lightó 

SUNDAY STEWARDS  
1,289 families receive envelopes 

   407 white offertory envelopes were 
used on the weekend of  Jan. 14/15 
Total Mass Attendance:   1046 
Total Sunday Offering:  $8,525.00 

 

4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÓÉÔÙȦ 

SECOND COLLECTION - CAMPAIGN 
FOR  HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

The annual national collection for the 
Campaign for Human Development will 
be taken up in parishes in the  
Diocese of Scranton on the  weekend of 
January 28-29.  The theme, ȰWorking on 
the Margins,ȱ focuses our attention on the 
poor and vulnerable who can often be 
overlooked.  Envelopes are available at 
the church entrances and in your bulletin 
this weekend. 

CATCH OUR SPIRIT . . . CELEBRATE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
Celebrate Catholic Schools Week, January 29 - February 3, by attending one of our 
Catholic School open houses.  You are invited to come experience our  
communities of faith and academic excellence.  From Kindergarten through 12th  
grade, our students live their faith, challenge their minds, serve their  
communities, and build lifelong friendships.  For specifics about the open houses and 
for more information about our Diocesan Catholic Schools, including tuition  
assistance opportunities,  visit www.DioceseofScranton.org/CatholicSchools. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY:  Open House,  Sunday, January 29, 12-2 PM.  Call (570) 455-9431 for more information. 
HOLY REDEEMER HIGH SCHOOL:  Call Guidance Department at (570) 829-2424 for information. 
MARIAN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL:  Open House program for prospective students (7th and 8th grades) and their parents 
will be held on Sunday, January 29.  Program begins at 1:00 PM with registration, tours, discussions, booth displays and door  
prizes.  Program concludes at 3:00 PM with a drawing of $500 toward tuition.  Call (570) 467-0641.  Also, Registration for  
2017-2018 is now being accepted.  Contact Director of Admissions at (570) 668-2225 ext. 2217.  For information on Shadowing 
Program, call Studies Office at (570) 668-2225, ext. 2217. 

!Řǳƭǘ CŀƛǘƘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ! bŜǿ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ !wL{9 ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻũŜǊŜŘ [Ŝƴǘ нлмтΦ   
Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нмκнн ŦƻǊ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ п {ƛƎƴ-¦Ǉ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ [ŜƴǘŜƴ ǘƘŜƳŜ άbŜǿ IŜŀǊǘΣ bŜǿ {ǇƛǊƛǘέΦ   

¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƴŎƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴΦ   
¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǝƳŜΦ   

¸ƻǳǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀƭƭΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ Ŭƭƭ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ мΦ 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ п ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфΦ  Lǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎƛȄ ŦŀƛǘƘ-ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ  
ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ [ŜƴǘŜƴ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǝƻƴΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ  

ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜƳŜΦ   
9ŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ  LŦ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ Ŏŀƭƭ {ƛǎǘŜǊ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ ŀǘ όртлύ туу-мффтΣ ŜȄǘΦ рΦ  

5ƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎΦ 
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3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ ψȡττ 0-  *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φυ 
4ÈÉÒÄ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /ÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ 4ÉÍÅ 
    *ÅÁÎÎÅ &ÅÒÒÉÅÒÉ 
"Ù !ÍÅÌÉÁ Ǫ -ÉÃÈÅÌÌÅ "ÅÒÇÅÒÏÎ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ ϋȡχτ !-             *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φφ 
4ÈÉÒÄ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /ÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ 4ÉÍÅ 
    ,ÉÖÉÎÇ Ǫ $ÅÃÅÁÓÅÄ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ      
    /Æ 3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎ "ÏÓÃÏ #ÈÕÒÃÈ  
  
3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ ύȡττ !-    *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φφ 
4ÈÉÒÄ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /ÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ 4ÉÍÅ 
     &ÌÏÒÉÅ ,ÅÓËÏ 
"Ù 'ÒÅÇ "ÒÁÓËÉÅ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ υυȡχτ !- *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ  φφ 
4ÈÉÒÄ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /ÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ 4ÉÍÅ 
     *ÁÍÅÓ 3ÔÁÇÇ 
"Ù %ÄÄÉÅȟ -ÅÒÅÄÉÔÈ Ǫ -Ã+ÅÎÎÁ /ȭ$ÏÎÎÅÌÌ   
-ÏÎÄÁÙȟ όȡττ !-      *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φχ 
    3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ )ÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ 
"Ù *ÏÈÎ Ǫ *ÅÁÎÅÔÔÅ $ÏÎÁÈÕÅ 

 

4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȟ όȡττ !-  *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φψ 
    2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ 'Á×ÅÌȟ 3ÒȢ 
"Ù "ÒÉÁÎȟ $ÉÎÁȟ Ǫ 3ÁÍ (ÁÒÍÁÎ 
 

7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ όȡττ !-    *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φω 
     *ÏÈÎ *ÕÓÔÏУÉÎ 
"Ù 'ÒÅÇ "ÒÁÓËÉÅ   
4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ όȡττ !- *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φϊ 
     *ÏÓÅÐÈ $ÕÔÚÅÒ 
"Ù *ÏÅ Ǫ -ÁÒÙ 'ÒÁÃÅ $ÕÔÚÅÒ 
 

&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ όȡττ !- *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φϋ 
    4ÏÍ #ÈÉÐÅÌÓËÉ 
"Ù "ÏÂ Ǫ !ÒÌÅÎÅ 3ÔÁÇÇ 

 

3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ ψȡττ 0- *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φό  
&ÏÕÒÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /ÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ 4ÉÍÅ 
    0ÁÓÑÕÁÌÅ &ÅÒÒÁÒÉ 
"Ù #ÈÉÐ Ǫ 3ÁÎÄÙ "ÒÅÓÔÏ×ÓËÉ 
  
3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ ϋȡχτ !- *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φύ 
&ÏÕÒÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /ÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ 4ÉÍÅ 
    ,ÉÖÉÎÇ Ǫ $ÅÃÅÁÓÅÄ 0ÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒÓ 
    /Æ 3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎ "ÏÓÃÏ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ ύȡττ !-         *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φύ 
&ÏÕÒÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /ÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ 4ÉÍÅ 
    %ÒÎÅÓÔÉÎÅ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓ 
 "Ù 4ÏÎÙ Ǫ -ÁÒÇÅ 0ÉÚÚÉ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ υυȡχτ !-           *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φύ 
 &ÏÕÒÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /ÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ 4ÉÍÅ 
     %ÌÌÅÎ -ÁÔÔÉÏÌÉ 
"Ù -ÁÒÇÅ -ÁÔÔÉÏÌÉ &ÁÍÉÌÙ 

TABERNACLE CANDLE 
The Tabernacle Candle 
burns this week for the 
Kapes and Planutis Family, 
given by daughter, Jean 
and Family. 
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WE REMEMBER 

COMMUNITY  HAPPENINGS . . . 

Knights of Columbus Free-Throw Championship - Jan. 22, 2:00 PM.  St. John 
Bosco Gym.  Boys and girls ages 9-14.  Contact Tom Pandolfi, (973) 943-3152. 
 

Prayer Service for Christian Unity, St. John Byz. Cath. Church - Jan. 22, 3:00 PM 
 

Ecumenical Celebration, Cathedral - January 25, 12:10 PM 
 

Christ Lutheran Church, Conyngham - ȰSouperȱ Bowl Soup Sale.  14 varieties of 
homemade soup.  Saturday, January 28.  Place Order by Monday, January 23 by  
calling (570) 788-4219 or (570) 788-1572.  Pick up Saturday, January 28 between 
Noon and 2:00 PM.  Proceeds benefit local charities. 
 

Christ Lutheran Church, Conyngham - ȰAll You Can Eatȱ  Pork & Sauerkraut  
Dinner, Saturday, February 4, 3-7 PM.  Donation:  Adults $10; Children $3.  For  
reservations, call (570) 788-1572. 
 

St. Joseph Church, Hazleton - Ethnic Food Sale, February 4, Noon to 6 PM, Church 
Basement.  Pirohy, Haluski, Halupki; Stromboli - Italian or Steak & Cheese.  Orders 
must be placed by January 30.  Bring containers for pirohy ($6/doz.), haluski ($6/
quart) and halupki ($1.50 ea.).  Italian Stromboli $10; $11 with onions & peppers.  
Steak & Cheese $12; $13 with onions & peppers.  Call (570) 454-9084. 
 

The Blessing of Life Expression - Tuesday, February 7, 7-8 PM, SJB All-purpose 
Room.  Presented by Dr. Rachel Leskosky.  To reserve your seat, call (570) 359-
3888 or email Dr.Rachel.Leskosky@gmail. 

2017 GREY DOG RAFFLE – SUPERBOWL SUNDAY 2/5/17 
Totaling $25,000 in prizes 

YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT! 
Tickets available after all Masses or at the Parish Office. 

ECUMENICAL CELEBRATION, CATHEDRAL OF ST. PETER 
The Diocese of Scranton will again participate in the worldwide Week of  
Prayer for Christian Unity, which is celebrated each year in January.  The  
Diocese of Scranton will host an Ecumenical Celebration of Godȭs Word on  
Wednesday, January 25, 2017, at 12:10 PM in the Cathedral of St. Peter, Scranton.  
The Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, will preside, 
and Rev. Dr. Robert Zanicky of First Presbyterian Church in Wilkes-Barre will  
deliver the homily.  Clergy and representatives from various Christian traditions 
and ecumenical agencies will be present.  Liturgical music will be provided by 
SaintClare/Saint Paul School.  All are welcome to attend.  In addition, CTV:  Catholic  
Television will broadcast the service live. 

PRAYER SERVICE FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
A Prayer Service for Christian Unity, Reconciliation: The Love of Christ  
Compels Us,  will be held on Sunday, January 22 at 3 PM at St. John the Baptist  
Byzantine Catholic Church, 5 East 20th Street, Hazleton.  Sponsored by Greater  
Hazleton Ministerium.  Social following service.  For more information, call (570) 
454-1142 or email jeromeofm@yahoo.com. 

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY COLLECTION 
On Super Bowl Weekend, February 4-5, we will again have baskets at the doors 
of our Church to receive any donations that you wish to give towards the  
Emergency Homeless Shelter of the Greater Hazleton Area.  This is sponsored 
by Catholic Social Services and is supported by the Diocesan Annual Appeal as 
well as the Catholic and Protestant churches and Synagogues of the area, and 
business and civic organizations.  Last year we collected $2,000 from your 
freewill offerings given for this work of mercy.  Please prayerfully consider 
making an offering toward this important appeal again this year.   
#ÏÒÐÏÒÁÌ 7ÏÒËÓ ÏÆ -ÅÒÃÙ - &ÅÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÎÇÒÙȟ 'ÉÖÅ ÄÒÉÎË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÒÓÔÙȟ #ÌÏÔÈÅ ÔÈÅ 
ÎÁËÅÄȟ 3ÈÅÌÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅÌÅÓÓȢ 
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*ÁÎÕÁÒÙ φυ-φφȟ φτυϋ 
 

$ÅÁÒ 0ÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓȟ 
 

4ÈÉÓ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ×ÅÅË ÉÓ ÐÒÅÇÎÁÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁÎÙ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ 
ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ  4ÈÉÓ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄ ÉÓ Ȱ!2)3%ȡ  4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȱ 
3ÉÇÎ 5Ð ÆÏÒ 3ÅÁÓÏÎ ψȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄȡ  Ȱ.Å× (ÅÁÒÔȟ .Å× 3ÐÉÒÉÔȢȱ  
3ÍÁÌÌ &ÁÉÔÈ 3ÈÁÒÉÎÇ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÍÅÅÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ,ÅÎÔÅÎ 3ÅÁÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÓÉØ ×ÅÅËÓȢ  -ÁÎÙ ÈÁÖÅ  
ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÐÁÓÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌÌÙ 
ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÅÎÊÏÙÁÂÌÅȢ  )Ô ×ÏÕÌÄ ÍÁËÅ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ 
ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ &ÅÂȢ υύ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÃÈ φϊȢ 
 

#ÏÎÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ &ÁÉÔÈ &ÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ  
ÅÖÅÒÙ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȢ  ! ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ %ÃÕÍÅÎÉÃÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔÅÒ (ÁÚÌÅÔÏÎ ÁÒÅÁ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎ ÁÔ χ 0- ÁÔ 3ÔȢ 
*ÏÈÎ ÔÈÅ "ÁÐÔÉÓÔ "ÙÚÁÎÔÉÎÅ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ 
ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÁÓ ×Å ÐÒÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÕÎÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÁÓ Ȱ/ÎÅ 
&ÁÍÉÌÙ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢȱ   
 

! ÎÅ× ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Á 0ÁÒÉÓÈ 3ÏÃÉÁÌ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ 
ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ -ÏÎÄÁÙ ÁÔ ϊ 0-Ȣ  4ÈÉÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÅÅË 
ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȟ ÁÇÅÄ φυ ÁÎÄ ÏÖÅÒȢ  -ÅÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȟ ÓÉÎÇÌÅȟ  
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Saint John Bosco Parish Family Fully Alive 
ñMercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and instills 
In us the courage to look to the future with hope.ò  ~ Pope Francis 
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BELL CHOIR - INITIAL MEETING 
All  who are interested in joining the Bell Choir 
are asked to be present at the initial meeting 
on Wednesday, January 25 at 6:30 
PM in the Music Room.  All are  
welcome; no experience necessary. 

PROGRAMS AT HOLY DORMITION FRIARY, SYBERTSVILLE 
For the month of January, the icon, Mary, Helper of Mothers, is on display 
in the friary chapel.  This icon is associated with miraculous assistance in 
difficulty with conception, pregnancy, or giving birth.  For more  
information on this icon, see the story in the ȰStandard Speakerȱ at http://
standardspeaker.com/community/copy-of-miraculous-icon-on-display-at-
city-church-through-december-1.2129030. 



NOTICE REGARDING REPORTING  
SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR 

 

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement.  If you are a victim 
of sexual abuse committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you are  
encouraged to immediately report the matter to law enforcement.  If any priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the 
Diocese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual 
abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement.  In accordance with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvaniaȭs Child Protective 
Services Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should also be made immediately by phone to the 24-Hour Child Abuse hotline 
(ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis.  It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to 
all civil and state regulations.  To this end, the Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of  
Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, which includes  
supporting victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being.  As such, information regarding an  
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, Mary Beth Pacuska at  
(570-862-7551) or to Diocesan officials, including the Vicar General, Monsignor Thomas M. Muldowney, V.G., at (570-207-2269). 

 

“SOMEDAY WE’LL ALL THANK THE CHURCH FOR HOLDING ITS OWN ON ABORTION” 
 

 ~Charles Krauthammer 

FOX News Commentatorȭs surprising remarks come in  
response to Pope Francisȭ decision to extend ability to  
absolve sin of abortion to all confessors. 
 

Political news commentator Charles Krauthammer made 
some surprising comments recently about Pope Francisȭ 
decision to extend indefinitely to all priests the ability to 
forgive the sin of abortion. 
 

ȰI think heȭs done something wonderful,ȱ said  
Krauthammer.  ȰAll that the pope is doing is extending that 
delegation of power a little bit lower down as a way to make 
it easier.  I think it really is an act of mercy. And it shows the 
lack of vindictiveness of the Church imposing its will.ȱ 
 

The pronouncement from the pope in his recent apostolic 
letter continues a special dispensation granted last year to 
priests for the entire Year of Mercy, which finished right 
before Advent, the beginning of the new liturgical year.  
Now all priests, rather than just bishops and specially-
designated confessors, have the authority to absolve the sin 
of abortion. 
 

Pope Francis re-affirmed the Ȱgrave sinȱ of abortion in his 
letter while also stating that Ȱthere is no sin that Godȭs  

mercy cannot reach and wipe away when it finds a  
repentant heart seeking to be reconciled with the FatherȢȱ 
 

Responding to this, Krauthammer, reportedly a non-
practicing Jew, said, ȰɍThe Church is] absolutely rock-rib 
committed to the idea that this is a terrible thing to do, and 
it should not be done.ȱ 
 

Perhaps, however, the news commentatorȭs most surprising 
comments came in the form of a prediction: 
 

ȰAnd I think years from now, and decades, people are going 
to look back on the issue and commend the Catholic Church 
for having held its own, very unpopularly, when there was 
this sweep and wave of legalizing abortion and to make it 
like an appendectomy; where the Church was the one  
institution that would not waver, despite the ridicule and 
the mockery and the attacks it sufferedȢȱ  And he continued:  
ȰI think our country will come to some accommodation  
ultimately, and weȭll thank the Church for holding up that 
end, and preventing sort of a radical legalization and radical 
widespread use of abortion.ȱ 
 

:ÏÅ 2ÏÍÁÎÏ×ÓËÙȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ υχȟ φτυϊ 

 

January 23 is the Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children. 
 

The annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., takes place this year on January 27. 

SAINT JOHN BOSCO, OUR PATRON 
Saint John Bosco, founder of the Salesians, was born on August 16, 1815, and died January 31, 1888.  He 
was canonized on April 1, 1934.  St. John Bosco is the Patron Saint of Boys, Youth and Editors.  As Ȱthe 
Father and Teacher of Youthȱȟ don Bosco educated the whole person - body and soul united.  He believed 
that Christȭs love and our faith in that love should pervade everything we do - work, study, play.  For 
John Bosco, being a Christian was a full-time effort, not a once-a-week, Mass-on-Sunday experience.  It is 
searching and finding God and Jesus in everything we do, letting their love lead us.  Yet, because John 
realized the importance of job training and the self-worth and pride that come with talent and ability, he 
trained his students in the trade crafts, too.  We celebrate his feast day on January 31. 
 

Feast Day Mass, Tuesday, January 31, 8:00 AM, followed by coffee, juice and pastry in Classroom 3.  All are invited. 

http://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis


Sunday 
Is ψȡςσ—ωȡσȠ ρ Cor 1:10-13, 17;  
Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 
 

Monday 
Heb 9:15, 24-28; Mk 3:22-30 
 

Tuesday 
Heb 10:1-10; Mk 3:31-35 
 

Wednesday 
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22;  
Mk 16:15-18 
 

Thursday 
2 Tm 1:1-8 or Tit 1:1-5; Mk 4:21-25 
 

Friday 
Heb 10:32-39; Mk 4:26-34 
 

Saturday 
Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Mk 4:35-41 
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ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT  
Thank you to 

THE KITCHEN GALLERY & DESIGN CENTER, INC. 
 Bulletin Advertiser  

Please support all our advertisers.  Tell them you saw their ad here! 

Join us in SJBõs Multi-purpose Room from 6:30 to 8:00 PM to explore the topics: 
 

 Tuesday, February 14 Transition Limbo ~ Understanding the Space 
  Between Endings and Beginnings 
 

 Tuesday, March 7 How Faith Helps When Bad Things Happen 
  Where is God in my suffering? 
 

 Tuesday, April What does Acceptance mean?  Where does it fit in? 
    (Date TBA) Difference between òletting goó and ògiving inó 
 

 These themes offer a larger meaning to our often unspoken life questions.  Why is this happening 
to me?  Why now?  Please reserve your space by calling Sister Marilyn at (570) 788- 1997 ext. 5. 

RCIA CALENDAR 
 

Date:  Sunday, January 22 
Place & Time of Session:  Office 
Conference Room, 10-11 AM 
Presenter:  Frank, Sandy 
Topic:  Beatitudes; Making Moral 
 Decisions 
 
Date:  Sunday, January 29 
Place & Time of Session:  Office 
Conference Room, 10-11 AM 
Presenter:  Sandy, Jason 
Topic:  Prayer 

Members of the RCIA Team: 
Fr. Ric Polmounter 

Deacon Maurice Cerasaro 
Jason Seiwell 
Thomas Pandolfi 
Sandy Honis 
Frank Polidora 
Scott Green 

Resilient Heart ~ Spiritual & Emotional Self- help and Support 
 in Coping with:  Mid- life/Long- life Transitions, Loss, and Grief 

òIn the midst of winter I finally learned that within me was an invincible summer.ó 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and the Office for Parish 
Life, wish to invite couples celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary in 2017 to a diocesan Wedding 
Anniversary Mass on Sunday, June  11.  COUPLES WHO  HAVE MISSED THESE MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS MAY ALSO PARTICIPATE.  The event includes a 2:30 PM Mass at St. Peterȭs Cathedral followed 
by a reception.  Requests for an invitation, with a mailing address, should be made through your pastor before March 13.  
Call our Parish Office at (570) 788-1997, ext. 3, to give the information as soon as possible so invitations may be sent out 
and plans made. 

THE BLESSING OF LIFE EXPRESSION 
Tuesday, February 7, 7-8 PM, SJB All-Purpose Room 

Are you expressing the best life for your health?  Research shows the best measure of health today is by how much life we 
are expressing.  How and why does a healthy brain and connected nerve system determine how well you express life?  
What tools are vital to being connected to the healing source of your design? 
 

Join us February 7 at 7:00 PM to find out! 
 

Dr. Rachel V. Leskosky, parishioner and local family chiropractor at Life Expression Wellness Center in Sugarloaf will 
share how you and your family can become and stay healthy, have the best energy to thrive, and how to best live out your 
God-given potential. 
 

Call (570) 359-3888 or email Dr.Rachel.Leskosky@gmail.com to reserve your seat. 


