The Sunday Good Peiws

Third Sunday of Advent

The Church of Saint John Bosco December 14, 2014

Advent Wa/ye

Awaken, my heart,
God's reign is near;
the Peaceable Kingdom
is in my hands.
If the wolf can be
the quest of the lamb,
and the bear and cow friends,
then no injury or hate
can be the quest within
the kingdom of my heart.
Eden’s peace and harmony
will only return when first,
in my heart, there hides no
harm or ruin, for the peaceable
Kingdom is in my hands.
saiah’s dream became Jesus’
vision: “Come, follow me,”
Emmanuel’s echo rings.
“Reform your life,”
recover Eden’s peace, for only
then will salvation appear.
For Advent’s dream is the
healing of Heart, when the eagle
and bear become friends, the
child and the serpent playmates.
“How marvelous a condescension
in God to come down from heaven

in quest of us! And how great an honor

to us so to be sought by God!”
~ St. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)

First Reading: lsaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11

Isaiah describes the joy and salvation which will accompany the coming of
Christ. He compares the plants which spring from a garden to the justice
that will spring from all nations.

Second Reading: | Thessalonians 5:16-24

Paul reminds the Thessalonians to constantly ready themselves for Christ’s
arrival. He tells them to “avoid any semblance of evil” so that they may be
found irreproachable when Jesus does arrive.

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28

John explains that he is only a messenger to the people for one more
powerful than himself. John stresses to them that they must make a path for
the one so powerful that he is not fit to unfasten the strap of his sandal.

HIS WORD TODAY BY Rev. William J. Reilly

“The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; He
has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly, to heal the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to captives and release to prisoners, to announce a year
of favor from the Lord and a day of vindication by our God...Do not stifle
the spirit. Do not despise prophecies. Test everything, retain what is good.
Avoid any semblance of evil.”

Isaiah’s statement written six centuries before the time of Christ, is the
statement Jesus used as He revealed His mission in His hometown of
Nazareth. Today, the mission of Christ the Redeemer is no different, and in
the words of Saint John Paul Il, has been entrusted to the church. May we
make it real and relevant.

By baptism we have been anointed, Christened. The name Christ means the
Anointed One. | have a mission, | have been sent, to bring glad tidings to
others, the ‘Joy of the Gospel ‘of Pope Francis. | can and will ease the
suffering of someone else, a sick friend, a lonely neighbor, through a card
this year, or better a telephone call or visit. | can assist freeing someone
from an addiction or habit that weighs them down, as we find in A.A.
sponsors. Prisoners, are not only the incarcerated, but refugees from war
torn countries living in camps, separated from families cared for by Catholic
Relief Services, Doctors without Borders, or Lamp For Haiti. In this way we
announce a year of favor, we say ‘A Blessed Christmas.’

Decide today how the spirit will speak through you. Let the prophet Isaiah
speak again through your actions. Test everything, but above all do
something.

THIS WEEK & IN THE WEEKS AHEAD...
“Families in Faith” Parent Faith Formation
T\\ Group Meeting ......ccceevviieeniiens Sunday, December 14, 10:00 AM
: K of C Blood Drive .......... Monday, December 15, 1:00 PM—6:00PM
pARlSH@ “The Light is On For You” Reconciliation Opportunities
CALENDAR OF EVENTS :vveeeeeeee-+=- Mondays in Advent, December 15, & 22, 5:30—7:00 PM

STIB Youth Ministry “"PTS” .. Monday, December 15, 7:00—8:30 PM
First Penance Service for 2nd Level Students ..... Wednesday, December 17, 7:00 PM

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24th ..... 4:00 PM, 6:00 PM, and 10:00 PM
Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25th .........cccoeviviiiiiiiiiiiiinenane. 9:00 AM
*#¥kx%  Eucharistic Ministers are needed for 9:00 AM Mass on Christmas Day *****
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301 people attended the 4:00 PM Liturgy:

119 families used their envelopes
and offered $2,164.00

December 7th
215 people attended the 7:30 AM Liturgy:

145 families used their envelopes
and offered $2,716.00

349 people attended the 9:00 AM Liturgy:

137 families used their envelopes
and offered $2,354.00

260 people attended the 11:30 AM Liturgy:

87 families used their envelopes
and offered $1,609.00

{1 xdb+xY . KC_
488 families was $8,843.00
Our loose offering was $643.00
Weekly Operating Budget $12,019.08
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Is for the
Retirement Fund for Religious

Thank you for your kinaness!
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A Bergogli o Family C
Most of wus have Christmas traditions that we o0b
in our ethnic backgrounds and revolve around f c
use wafers <called Oplatky, meaning ANAngel Br ea
gat hered around the family&fmeGhirciasntsma st htea bd eel. e b
Christmas Eve with the Feast of the Seven Fi sl
Francisd heritage is Iltalian, he was born and
Foll owing are some fun facts about the ways Chr
[t's summertime, so the weather is After Mass on Christmas Eve,
warm in December. Christmas trees, the entire family sits down to
hot necessarily fir trees, are often dinner. It might be a barbecue
decorated by the served in the garden!
8th, the Solemnity Some popular dishes
of the Immaculate include roast turkey
Conception. The and pork, stuffed
Nativity scene, or tomatoes and a
pesebre, awaits the pudding called
arrival of Baby Jesus. pan dulce.
At midnight, it is The festivities do not
customary to light end on Christmas
fireworks that Eve. On the eve of
announce the birth the Epiphany,
of the Savior to the children place their
whole community. shoes outside the
Globos, paper front door to be

. Y Fat h J b g.grk V. d f
lantems Wlth Candles ° uWni gt h ah i se rp a roerngt es , ( s?l—lﬂﬁde\sv&nl glﬁﬁ? Cﬂ?g)/t h errosn.
inside, fill the night also leave hay and
sky as they gently float upward. water for the Magi’s horses!
Christmas Day is especially important for our
Mari o Bergoglio was baptized inl1936, just one w
to Caldwilsk relations, for many years Francis h
personal friends, including Claudio Epel man, di




