The Sunday Good Pelvs

Third Sunday of Advent

The Church of Saint John Bosco December 13, 2015

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe

O our Lady of Guadalupe,
mystical rose, make intercession for
Holy Church, protect the
Sovereign Pontiff, help all those
who invoke thee in their
necessities, and since thou art the
ever Virgin Mary and Mother
of the true God, obtain for us from
thy most holy Son the grace of
keeping our faith, sweet hope in the
midst of the bitterness of life,
burning charity and the precious
qift of final perseverance.
Amen.

o

FEAST DAY OF OUR LADY OF
GUADALUPE

December 12

This Feast Day is particularly special for
Americans of Mexican heritage, as it
honors the belief that Jesus’ mother Mary,
who is Mexico’s patron saint, appeared at
Tepeyac to a man in Mexico City twice in
1531. The man was Juan Diego, a poor Indian.
He was canonized by St. Pope John Paul II in
2002 in Mexico City. Mexican Americans
make up over 10% of the US population, with
about 33.5 million Americans being listed as
being of full or partial Mexican ancestry,
according to the US Census Bureau 2011.

HIS WORD TODAY BY Rev. William J. Reilly

“The crowds asked John, ‘What are we to do?’ In reply he said, ‘let the
man with two coats give to him who has none. The man who has food
should do the same.’... ‘Teacher, what are we to do?’..”"What about us?’...
The people were full of anticipation wondering in their hearts whether
John might be the Messiah...Using exhortations of this sort, he preached
the good news to the people.”

If we only took seriously the questions posed by the crowds, the tax collectors
and soldiers, how different this advent and Christmas would be. We might ask
ourselves, what have I done, what am [ doing, and be led to decide what I am
going to do.

Rather than be overwhelmed by the advertising, the commercialism and
consumerism which affect us all, be brave, pause and ask the questions posed
above. Am I able to give something to someone in need, rather than to one
who has no need? Am I able to recognize the Christ waiting to receive my
help, through a kind word, a gentle smile or warm embrace?

Can I speak to someone else about my concern for a victim of injustice, abuse
or neglect, showing the pity and compassion Christ showed for them at this
time when we are told and flooded by others informing us of our ‘so called
needs.’” Our thoughts expressed by word and attitude can be the most
welcome of all Christmas gifts.

May this third week of advent speak to our hearts.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24: 4:00 PM, 6:00 PM, 10:00 PM
Christmas Day, Friday, December 25: 9:00 AM
Holy Family, Saturday, December 26: 4:00 PM
Holy Family, Sunday, December 27: 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:30 AM

ST.JOHN BOSCO CHURCH ANNIVERSARY
This Tuesday, December 15, we mark the 52nd Anniversary of the Dedication
of our Church and the consecration of our Altar by Bishop Jerome D. Hannan,
D.D. The floral bouquet in front of the main Altar this weekend, Gaudete
“Rejoice” Sunday, is offered for all of our parishioners, living and deceased.

KNOW A MARRIAGE THAT NEEDS HELP?

Throw them a lifeline and tell them about Retrouvaille, an international
program that helps couples who are experiencing marital difficulties. This
program is for all couples, at any stage of marriage, who need help to
communicate with each other in a more attentive and loving manner. The
next program in the Scranton Diocese begins February 26 - 28, 2016, at the
Ramada Inn, Clarks Summit. Call 800-470-2230 for more information or to
register, or visit www.helpourmarriage.org.

THIS WEEK & IN THE WEEKS AHEAD...

Families in Faith.............ccocoeviiiins Sunday, December 13, 10:00 AM
PAR]SH M\@ First Penance Service for Second Level Students ..........ccccvvvvvveeeeenneen,

T Tuesday, December 15, 6:30 PM

Confirmation Class ................. Sunday, December 20, 6:00 - 7:30 PM
STIB BOOK ClUD ....ccveiiiiiiiieeee et Sunday, January 10, 2016, 12:30 PM
Confirmation Rehearsal .................. Palm Sunday, March 20, 2016, 2:00 - 4:00 PM

ConfirmMation ........ccovviiiiieee e Sunday, April 3, 2016, 4:00 PM


http://www.helpourmarriage.org
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SUNDAY STEWARDS

1,289 families receive envelopes
480 white offertory envelopes were
used on the weekend of Dec. 5/6.
Total Mass Attendance: 1201
Total Sunday Offering $9,975.00

Thank you for
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RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
The second collection this weekend,

December 12 - 13, will be for the
They

Retirement Fund for Religious.
have educated our young, cared for the
sick and brought the Gospel of Christ to
those who were oppressed. Please be
supportive.

ADVENT
CONFESSION SCHEDULE

St. John Bosco
Saturdays of Advent: 3:00 - 3:30 PM
December 19

All Mondays of Advent: 6:00 - 7:00 PM
December 14 & 21

First Reconciliation (St. John Bosco)
Tuesday, December 15, 6:30 PM

Good Shepherd
Wednesday, December 16
7:00 - 8:00 PM

St. John Bosco
Thursday, December 17, 7:00 - 8:00 PM
Tuesday, December 22, Noon - 1:00 PM
Tuesday, December 22, 6:00 - 7:00 PM

NO CONFESSIONS
scheduled on Thursday, December 24,
Christmas Eve

LET HEAVEN AND NATURE SING!
é Join our music ministry for one of the two special performances on
‘ Christmas Eve. Both will fill your hearts with the joy of Christmas!
*  QOur Christmas Youth Choir will perform Christmas music at 3:30 PM before
the 4:00 PM Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve.
*  QOur Adult Choir, accompanied by instrumentalists, will present a program of
u r tragigonatamdonswilytcomposed Christmas music at 9:30 PM Christmas Eve.

We look forward to sharing our music with you as we celebrate the Birth of Our
Lord, Jesus Christ.

ALTAR SERVER ALBS

The new Altar Server Albs, cinctures and crosses have arrived and will be worn
by all altar servers beginning during the Christmas Season. We are grateful to
those who have already made a contribution. If you desire to donate one of
these to our parish for a SPECIAL INTENTION, IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE or
IN THANKSGIVING. contact the parish office, (570) 788-1997. You may also
deposit the donation in the weekend collection basket with the information.
Donation: $100. Donors and Intentions will be listed in the Christmas Bulletin
unless requested otherwise.

ALTAR GUILD

We are looking for a few adult volunteers who would be willing to launder our
parish altar server robes twice a year (during Advent for Christmas and during
Lent for Easter). The albs simply need to be washed. Ironing is optional. They
are polyester and don’t wrinkle if taken out of the dryer in time. They may be
taken home or you may use the facilities at the parish. A few volunteers would
make this quick work and will only entail a few hours two days a year. Dirt and
soap would be provided free of charge.

/5!L[, w9!5\\

Sunday
Zep 3:14-18a; Phil 4:4-7;
Lk 3:10-18

Monday

Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday

Zep 3:1-2,9-13; Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday
Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25;
Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday
Gn 49:2,8-10; Mt 1:1-17

Friday
Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25

Saturday
\]{13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25

CHRISTMAS SEASON ALTAR CANDLES

Four extra-large Sanctuary Candles that will be lit at all 26 Masses scheduled
throughout the Christmas Season, December 24 - January 10, are available. If
you would like to memorialize one of them, contact the parish office before
December 21. They will be used next to the altar in the free standing floor
model altar candle holders belonging to our parish. They may be offered in
memory of a loved one, for a special intention or in thanksgiving. The donor and
intention will be listed in the Christmas Bulletin unless directed otherwise.
Donation: $50 each.

h DT
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{ OurLevel 1 students, under the direction of Mrs. Christine Ashton and
Mrs. Maureen Younger, will share a Christmas meditation next
Sunday, December 20, immediately following Communion during the
9:00 Mass.

Y Our Second Level students will celebrate their First Penance this
Tuesday evening, December 15, at 6:30 PM. Please keep our students,
their families, and our catechists in your prayers.

{ Confirmation Class will meet on December 20 from 6:00 - 7:30 PM in
the Gym. All students must attend, and should bring Decision Point
books and red folders to class. Confirmation students may sign up for
service opportunities in the Faith Formation office.

i With the winter weather approaching, please remember to check our

parish website, www.stjohnboscochurch.org, Facebook page, and
Twitter, @StjohnBosco1963, for any updates and announcements.

Corner
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LOVE IS OUR MISSION
.. Our Parish Family Fully Alive

BAPTISMAL WELCOME
We extend prayerful congratulations and a warm welcome to our newest
parishioner: Charles John Rostocki, son of Ryan and Allison Rostocki. May he
continue to grow in age, wisdom and love before God and others.

BEST WISHES
We extend our prayerful congratulations to DEACON VINCENT M. OBERTO,
who was ordained as a Permanent Deacon for service in the Diocese of
Scranton on Saturday, November 28 at St. Peter’s Cathedral in Scranton.
Bishop Bambera has assigned him as Deacon at Holy Rosary Church in
Hazleton. May the Lord bless his servant leadership.

ARE YOU CALLED TO BE A PERMANENT DEACON?
Another class of Deacons will be formed to begin the discernment process and
academic, spiritual and pastoral formation. We encourage men of our parish,
age 35-60, to consider if God is calling to serve Him and His Church. For
further information, Google Diocese of Scranton. Go to DIOCESAN OFFICES and
scroll down to OFFICE FOR PERMANENT DIACONATE FORMATION.

REMEMBRANCE OF THE DEAD
Your prayers are requested for FERDINAND R. ZOUNEK, a parishioner of St.
John Bosco Parish, who died recently. May his soul and the souls of all the
faithful departed, rest in peace.

CHRISTMAS CHURCH DECORATING
Monday, December 21. Adult men and women, age 18 and over, are needed.
Contact parish office to volunteer. We will contact you with the time.

HAND SANITIZERS

We would like to purchase four free-standing Purell Hand Sanitizers with drip
tray and dispenser cartridge for use at our Church and Faith Formation
entrances during the cold and flu season. These are touch-free sanitizer
stations that work well in high traffic areas. If anyone would like to donate one,
please contact the parish office this week. We would like to have them in place
by the Christmas Season. Each complete unit is about $125 which includes the
stand, dispenser, gel cartridge, and shipping and handling.

MEMORIAL VESTMENT

We are grateful to an anonymous donor for the new rose-colored Slabbinck
Vestment to St. John Bosco Church. This vestment will be used at all Masses on
the third weekend of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) and on the fourth weekend of
Lent (Laetare Sunday). At the midpoint of both these seasons, which are
penitential in nature, rose-colored vestments are traditionally worn as a sign of
joy, encouragement and refreshment. We rejoice at the midpoint because we
are halfway through the preparation and anticipate the joy of Christmas or
Easter. The colors of the vestments awaken us to the sense of sacred time. They
are a visible way to make present the sacred mysteries we celebrate. The
Church also permits flowers to adorn the Sanctuary this weekend.

COMMUNI TY HAPPENI

1 COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE - ST. JOHN BOSCO CHURCH, Monday,
December 14, 1-6 PM. To schedule appointment call 1-800-733-2767.
Sponsored by St. John Bosco Knights of Columbus.

1 HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY - Flowers of the Month Card Sale, provided by
Smilax Floral & Gift Shop. $25 per card. To place an order or for more
information, please call the school (570) 455-9431. Thanks for your support.
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TABERNACLE CANDLE
The Tabernacle Candle burns this ,,,
week in memory of Ralph G. S=f
Bernotas by Jim and Dorothy 7

Staudenmeier. 2
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PASTOROS

& w PARISH GOLF CLASSIC
It is my policy to give a final report to the Parish following
all of our fundraisers. The Golf Committee met recently to
review the 13t Annual St. John Bosco Golf Classic that was
Keld th September and to make plans for next summer. Bills

ctasaling ($6;477.94 wese: paid: ; The profik, onzthe ggperal
fund of our parish is: $3,447.06. This year, because of
the change of date and other factors,.we had fewer golfers.
TH9 bt 0Pt /080 WA bl Fufdalc i he Pokek
winner was Austin Ferry. Although it was a rainy day, we
didiwklPand@veryone enjoyed the fellowship and game.
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Saturday) August(20, /2016, Atithe Sugarlaad Golf /£

ACdunse. [Régistwation/Awill b& at 8 AM with Tee Ofp A A A

E at,&@M\ MarRyour calepdarAand tel )?otpﬂgriends

blfh:ﬂl‘d%lﬁ)te ﬁlclu@&‘ IPEH Raf?.‘do‘cﬁatfjrperso
ttJy RQ Bob" Rifz ]Qck /I\‘/IIJC&"mlck fou M&to Q
hsﬁr{e f‘agaﬁaqgm Lagana Carol Ference and Mary Nora

EWallace. M sspecigl Avdrd)df thahks/to Patiwholcoordihated

60

the Edayl andA fo Ah® /eritife cQniinittee) andEgthers whoA O O O

volinteébdd toEhBlDwith the tourmament.] We aré ase | |

grateful to Carol for all of her work with securing sponsors.

7TEOEET ¢ UT O A Al AGOAA 1 AGAT O ATdcKINGSTUFRER FOR THEGULEERD
AN A ; Good quality Golf Towels with hook and St. John Bosco Logo,
j D D D Father Ric $6 each. Navy with white/gold embroidery. Available in
WﬁIT for the Lord Pastor Parish Office. Limited Supply.
ANNUAL ELECTION DAY
PASTA & MEATBALL DINNER sliced the baked goods for our desserts, all who patronized

It is hard to believe that a month has passed since our parish
dinner. All bills have been paid and we recently had a
committee meeting to review this popular event, make
suggestions and remote plans for next year.

Our PASTA DINNER next year will be held on TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 8, 2016. This is also the date for the U.S.
Presidential Election. Mark your 2016 calendar.

[ am pleased to report that through your efforts, after all bills
have been paid, a profit of $7,169.25 was raised for our
parish general fund. This includes income from dinner
tickets (661 sold), the raffle baskets and the pocket change
collection and donations.

We are extremely grateful to all who volunteered to plan this
event, all who labored in the kitchen making the sauce,
cooking the pasta, preparing the salads, those who made and

the dinner from near and far, the many young people and
adults who served the dinner, worked the take-outs and
those who set up and cleaned up the hall and kitchen. Many
parishioners donated items to keep our cost down, including
the cost of the tickets, posters, beverages, Italian bread,
bottles of cheer and many beautiful and valuable raffle
prizes.

I am especially grateful to our Chairpersons, to the owners
of 2 Guys from Italy who made, baked and donated all the
meatballs, to Gould’s Market who passed out flyers
publicizing our dinner and to Greenview Meats in West
Hazleton for storing our supplies in their cooler.

It all worked like a well-oiled machine, and I know from
visiting all the tables and speaking to our guests that they
enjoyed both the delicious meal and the warm Valley
hospitality.

WORLD YOUTH DAY ITINERARY ANNOUNCED
WITH POPE FRANCIS IN POLAND - Bishop Leading Delegation from Diocese
The itinerary is set and reservations are open for the Diocese of Scranton’s pilgrimage to World Youth Day with Pope

Francis in Krakow, Poland. Bishop Bambera will lead the

Diocesan delegation from July 23 to August 3, 2016. The

itinerary, arranged by Dube Travel, includes visits to religious and historical sites in Poland, such as Auschwitz and the
home town of Saint Pope John Paul II. Pilgrims will participate in Mass and Stations of the Cross with Pope Francis. The
travel package is $3,599 per person based on double occupancy. More information to follow.
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